
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I am most fortunate to have had a chance to carry out my thesis project under the 
supervision of Prof. Dr. Jürgen Fischer. I am grateful to him not only providing me with 
invaluable guidance and suggestions, but also a top-notch research environment. 

I would like to express my thanks here to Dr. Frank Fell who has helped me to finish 
this thesis. He not only gave me invaluable guidance and suggestions throughout my study, 
but also gave me many invaluable comments and suggestions for the draft of this thesis, as 
well as improved on language for it. 

I also thank Dr. Rene Preusker for allowing me to use his powerful ANN program, as 
well as for his many helps in computer. 

I thank Thomas Schröder for his helps in atmospheric correction. 
My special thanks go to Dr. Michael Schaale and Ms. Gisela Braß for helping me in 

managing my living. Due to their helps, I have a quiet, comfortable, convenient living 
environment.  

I  give my heartfelt thanks to all colleagues who have helped me in my study and living. 
I thank the following institutions for providing me with the financial support: the China 

Scholarship Council (May 1999–April 2000), BMBF (Aug. 2001 – June 2003), and Institute 
for Space Sciences of Free University Berlin (July 2003 – Oct. 2003). 

I also acknowledge all the people and institutes who collected the data sets 
COASTLOOC, SeaBAM, and PMNS which I have used in this thesis. 

Finally, I give my thanks to my wife Hongyan Qu and my son Shutian Zhang for their 
support and understanding during my study. 


