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ent pathways to distinct sets of target genes. Furthermore, it was demonstrated that STAT1 pro-

teins C-terminal fused with a CAAX-motif functioning as a membrane anchor are fully compe-

tent to induce TNFα-mediated apoptosis. In contrast, membrane-bound STAT1 lost the ability to

activate IFNγ-dependent target genes. These results indicate that STAT1 dimers require nuclear

localisation for the activation of IFNγ-dependent target genes and that nuclear accumulation is

not necessary for the induction of the STAT1-dependent activation of caspase genes and TNFα-

mediated apoptosis.
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