1. Results

1. Prdiminary remarks

Before presenting the results of the study, | should dress that the vaues presented here have
been generated from the raw data by a process of abstraction. They are therefore indirect re-
aults, concluded from the data set that was the immediate resut, i.e. the coded information
obtained by the method described in the previous chapter, and thus conditute a first step of
interpretation: After having decided which categories to choose to andyze the Chinese media
contents, 1 now go further in deciding how the vast amount of numbers (roughly 70,000) e
aulting from coding should be classed and compared. There are certain assumptions underly-
ing these interpretations that have to be reflected upon.

(1) As the main purpose of this study is to investigate dianges in media content due to chang-
ing economic patterns of the media market, the contrasts we are most interested in are those
between party papers, that are not exposed to market pressures, and commercia papers. To
gan some ground for comparison, we also investigate the Stuation before the onset of the n+
tense commercialization process by comparing party papers and popular mass gpped papers in
1992. When andyzing any category, | will therefore take differences between party mapers and
commercid papers occurring in 2001 and continuities or contrasts to the Stuation in 1992 as a
darting point (characteristics of these kinds of papers have been discussed in the previous
chapter, p. 60f). The vaue used for comparison will be the mean of al papers kelonging to the
respective category, when at least two papers of each kind carried articles that contributed to
the category in question. The findings of this firsd anadyss will be compared with the vaues
obtained for the year of comparison only when such a comparison is meaningful; however, as
the uncomfortable dtuation of only one party or one popular paper carrying an article about a
given topic occurs quite frequently, 1 had in same cases to refran from cdculating a mean
vaue; inthese cases, dl we can compare are the results of single papers.

(2 The mean is jugt a very rough indicaior of differences, as especidly the number of the
paty papers in our sample is very low; a ggnificant difference between aggregated vaues
could hide the fact that one of the papers shows a different pattern. For instance, even though
party papers might yiedd a mean vaue of 30 in a given category compared to 20, the particular
digtribution might be: Party paper A: 70, paty paper B: 20, party paper C: 10, dl commercid
papers. 20. In such a case, it would be wrong to say that party papers in generd yied higher
values than commercid ones, and we would have to explain the differences within the party

papers aone.
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(3) We have to look at single newspapers for a second reason: As we are not only interested in
the direct comparison of paty and commercid papers, but dso want to answer the question
whether Chinese papers have built out anything like a spectrum of opinion compared to 1992,
it is necessary to compare the single newspapers regarding any category under investigation.
(4) It should be dressed again that it is indispensable to carefully keep definitions of topic
categories in mind when assessing the results: The names | use to labd the categories are noth-
ing but abbreviations chosen for the sake of convenience and cannot in al cases provide a per-
fect reflection of the themes the category covers.

(5) A lagt prliminary remark should be made on the syle this chapter is written in: The pres-
entation of resuts manly refers to data, vaues, percentage shares, means, etc., and cannot
help to repeat certain expressons and terms, like the labels of the categories, again and again.
In order to save the reader from a text as dull and tiring as a People's Daily report on a Peo-
ples Congress sesson, | once in a while chose expressons that modified the more exact
phrases and terms for the sake of the reader's refreshment, even if puristss may complain that
these expressons are dightly incorrect. On the other hand, | smplified certain expressons; for
indance, | will just talk about "countries' when presenting the results of internationd report-
ing and refran from pedanticdly phrasng it "countries, regions and politica entities’, which

would be the more correct expresson.

2. Topics

The most basc and indispensable analyss of newspaper content is that of topic categories,
from which more detailed investigations might proceed (see Fig. 4, p.77).

In 1992, party papers and popular papers had not differed much in most of the comprehensive
topics, only articles aout "foreign policy" (6.1% compared to 1.1%), "party" (4.7% to 2.2%)
and "science/education” (8.2% to 4.8%) had a much gresater share in party papers, while popu-
lar papers had a dgnificantly greater share only in "nonpolitical” articles (36.6% to 20.6%)
and "society” (4.5% to 2.2%). With the exception of "law/jugtice’, vaues for dl the other
categories were higher in party papers.
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The dtuation is different in 2001; in commercia papers, three more categories have a grester
share than they have in the paty papers, and many contrasts dready existing in 1992 have
been sharpened: While in 1992, party papers and popular papers dmost equaly reported on
"palitics' and "military”, in 2001, reports on "palitics’ ae twice as frequent in paty papers
compared to commercia papers (8.2% to 4.7%), and even four times higher concerning mili
tary affars. On the other hand, commercia papers now report sgnificantly more about
"law/judtice” (8.6% to 5.4%) and "accidents' (2.2% to 0.7%) and a bit more on "international
news' and "economy", both being topics party papers used to report about more in the pas.
With regard to sports and entertainment, party papers kept an amost congtant share (11.4% in
1992 compared to 12% in 2001), while the commercia/popular press largely expanded these
sections (from 19.8% to 26.1%).

Turning to the sngle papers under investigation, some more results are noteworthy: While
vaues on average suggest a generd tendency of commercid papers to stress certain topics
more, a closer look does reved several exceptions. For ingance, "internationa news' is a
topic that has a higher average share in commercid papers, but it is Liaoshen Evening News
that shows an exceptiond low vaue here. Another example is the low vaue of Yangcheng
Evening News when it comes to "Economy”, with only 16.3% of reports fdling under this
category, while al the other papers range between 21.7 and 27.6%. A similar phenomenon
occurs in categories generally more characteristic of party papers Liaoshen Evening News
devotes more aticles than any other paper to "hedth/environment™-issues, while party paper
on average display higher sharesin this category.

Further interesting differences occur when we look a single topics (see Fig. 5, p. 79): Some of
them are entirdy new to the commercid press and were taboo for any paper except for Peo-
ple's Daily in 1992, namely the issue of corruption and of conflict within society. In 2001,
conflict is a topic of reports in 0.33% of dl aticles in the commercia press, which is a quite
high vaue &fter dl, as the respective vadue for the paty press is a meager 0.03%. Reports
about political corruption conditute 0.86% of aticles in the commercid outlets, while the re-
spective vaue for party mpers was dmost constant with 0.23%. Shares of articles about cor-
ruption range from 0.1 to 1.2%, with the formerly leading People's Daily being among the
three papers yidding the lowest vaues now - which are, namdy, the three party papers in the

sample.
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Second, some issues rather characteristic for party papers in 1992 turn out to be dightly more
prominent in commercid papers today, namey "cavil law", "danger for ctizens', and "con-
sumer issues’. Vaues of this lagt topic show a specid feature in 2001: Their scope is etraor-
dinarily wide (between 0.9 and 6.1%, compared to 2.3 and 3.8% in 1992) and opens between
two papers that belong to the same category: It is the commercid Guangzhou Daily and Bei-
jing Star that show the lowest and the highest score, respectively.

On the other hand, some topics that were "popular” in the early 90s, like "palitica reform™ and
"environmental pollution” have turned into "officid" topics that are aticulated more often by
party papers. "Pollution” is most often subject of the Peopl€e's Daily (1%)!

Another interesting switch occurred in the culturd news. In 1992, it was the popular papers
that reported more on Chinese culture (4.2 compared to 2.9%) and less on foreign culture (0.3
to 0.6%) than party papers did, but in 2001, this pattern has twisted: Now commercid papers
devote only 2% of their space to Chinese culture compared to 4.1% in the party papers, and
report more on foreign culture than the party papers do (0.3 compared to 0.2%).

Moreover, some differences that were rather margind in 1992 have been acerbated now: Re-
ports about crime cases were much more often reported by popular papers than by the party
press (0.33 to 0.07%), but in 2001, the contrast is more intense (0.84 to 0.03%); the divide
concerning "petty violdions' and "fraud" aso widened. The same holds true for the issue of
"stock markets', with now 8.3% of space addressing this issue in the commercid press com:
pared to 0.4% in the party papers. (However, it should be mentioned again that tables contain-
ing information about stock exchange ratings have been included into this category). On the
other hand, the party papers greater share of reports about the first sector economy has been
further enlarged, with now 3.1% of articles writing about peasants and agriculture compared to
0.2% in the commercia press (1.9 and 0.5% in 1992).

Summary Topics Commercid and party papers differ more from each other than popular @&

pers and party papers did in 1992. Reports on law/justice issues (crime, corruption, civil law),
socid corflict, accidents, and on certain economic topics (stock markets, consumer Bsues) are
more frequent in commercial papers, so are aticles deding with sports and entertanment.
Paty papers report relatively more on politics, agriculture, and environmenta problems. Dif-
ferences among commercia papers are dso more marked than those between popular papers

werein 1992.
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3. Direction

3.1 Mean Article Direction

Every aticle (except for those belonging to the topics "internationa news', "sports’, "enter-
tanment”, and "cultura events') has been coded as afirmative, neutrd, rather criticd or criti-
ca (for definitions see method, p. 68). In 1992, paty and popular papers did differ in the
amount of afirmaive and critical aticles they published, but these differences were far from
being stark (see Fig. 6, p. 82): The shares were 78.9% (party) and 62.6% (popular) for affirme-
tive, 3.3%/4.3% for rather criticd, and 4.5%/8.1% for critical aticles. Nine years later, this
picture has changed dramdicdly: The ratio of critica aticles published in commercia papers
is dmog four times the one of party papers (23.7% compared to 6.7%), and the weighed
amount of rather critical articles is now twice as high as the one in the party press (13.6% to
6.1%). The gap regarding affirmative aticles dso doubled, with only 38.1% of aticles in
commercid papers being afirmative, in contrast to 68.7% in the party press.

In order to gan a more concise measure for a given paper's overal direction, we multiplied
each criticd article with the factor of 4, each rather critical with 3, each neutrd with 2, and
added the weighed number of affirmative articles. The result divided through the total number
of weighed articles yielded a value between 1 and 4 that can be used to compare the papers of
our sample (see method, p. 67f). Of course, the result mirrors the data on the single direction
categories. The mean article direction of party papers in 1992 was ~1.3 compared to a ~1.6
mean of popular papers, in 2001, party papers don't even reach the vaue of the former popular
papers (less than 1.5), but the commercia press now yidds an average aticle direction of
more than 2.2. The gap between the most conservative and the most liberd paper has more
than doubled, and the papers with the second-highest and the second-lowest vaues now differ
amogt three times more than they did in 1992.

Taking a closer look at the single newspapers (see Fig. 7, p.82), it is evident that for the year
1992, the divide between party and popular papers regarding the category of direction is not as
clear-cut as one might assume In fact, while the two commercid peapers Beijing Evening
News and Yangcheng Evening News were marked by more critical reporting than the party
papers People's Daily and Beijing Daily, Guangzhou Daily is very close to the popular Beijing
Evening News and caries dgnificantly more critical reports than the popular Beijing Youth
News, yidding amean article direction of 1.55 compared to 1.42 of Beijing Youth News
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In 2001, dl seven commercid papers are clearly more liberd than the party papers in terms of
their mean article direction. Secondly, the spectrum of commercid papers has broadened fur-
ther, with the seven papers of our sample being quite evenly distributed dong the rather wide
vaue range from 2 to 247. Now it is Guangzhou Dally that shows the lowest vaue among
them, being even closer to Beijing Daily than to three other commercid papers.

3.2. Comprehensive topics

The results presented above al refer to over-dl mean aticle directions, turning to comprehen-
sve topics (see Fig. 8, p.84), it becomes evident that commercia papers in comparison to
party papers reported especidly criticd about issues belonging to "law / judtice” (3.3 comt
pared to 2.5), "socid problems' (2.5/1.7), and "society" (2.1/1.4), while differences concern
ing "politics’ (1.7/1.3), "economy" (1.8 / 1.5), and "science / education” (1.7/1.4) were less
sharp. In 1992, popular papers adso reported more criticdly about al the comprehensve top-
ics, but they never differed more than 0.2.

Compared to the sharp increase of criticd reporting in some of the comprehensive topics in
the commercid press, in 2001, party papers report only dightly more critica about most com-
prehensive topics than in 1992, with one noteworthy exception: articles about "law/judtice’

have turned much more affirmative in 2001.

3.3. Critical articles

The mean aticle vadue is a very rough measure It does not tell, why a given aticle fas been
coded as affirmative or critical, who has been criticized, what the field of political action was
that came under criticism, and who voiced the criticiam; but as it is evident that these closer
qudifications will make a big difference for our discusson, the rdevant results shdl be pro-
vided in the following sections. We will teke a closer look at those aticles that have been
coded as"criticd" (direction = 4) to start with.

3.3.1. Topics

When comparing the distribution of critical articles among the severa topics (see Fig. 9, p.86),
the highly uneven absolute numbers of criticd aticles occurring in the different newspapers
should be consdered: For the year 2001, our sample yielded only 67 weighed criticd articles
in Peopl€e's Daily compared to 491 in Yangcheng Evening Newd The other two party papers
published 92 and 146 criticd articles, repectively, while, with the exception of Guangzhou
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Daily, no commercid paper had less than 300 criticd articles. t should thus be firmly kept in
mind that we are jus comparing the relative share of criticd aticles referring to the sum of
critical articles in a given newspaper; the following results therefore tell us more about the
nature of critical reporting in the papers, but nothing about its amount!

Having sad this, we can identify topics the two kinds of papers tend to focus their critica e
porting on, if they do publish critica reports. However, the low number of critica reports in
the party press leads b many vacant fieds in our tables, as we am a comparing average val-
ues, only those topics have been andyzed in this section, that show criticd reports from a
leest two party papers and two commercia/popular papers. Consequently, only two topics
meet this requirement as far as the year 1992 is concerned, so we have to focus on vaues for
the year 2001 here.

It turns out that party papers publish relaively more criticd articles on "officid performance’,
"pallution”, and "customs' (percentage shares in those topics being more than twice as high as
the regpective shares in commercid papers), whereas commercid papers focus didtinctively
more on "accidents’, "crime"’, and "petty violaions'.

Concerning sengtive topics, " political corruption” is more often the subject of criticd articles
in commercid papers not only in absolute, but aso in reative terms, while "consumer issues’,
"infragtructure’, "danger for citizens', and "education” are relatively more often the concern of
citicd aticdes in the paty papers. The only two topics we can compare longitudinaly are
"consumer issues’ and “infragructure’; while the former did not change its feature, the pattern
of the latter twisted: In 1992, 16.3% of dl criticd reporting in popular papers (compared to
85% in paty papers) was about "infrastructure’, but in 2001, this topic is reatively more
prominent in the party press as afield for critical reporting.

3.3.2. Targets of criticiam

A second hepful qudification has to be made regarding the object of criticd reporting (see
Fig. 10, p. 87): Popular papers not only reported less criticaly than commercia papers in 2001
do, but thar criticism was moreover much more frequently directed agangt citizens and indi-
viduds 56.2% of the 1992 critica reporting in popular papers belonged to this category, with
al three popular papers yielding vaues of a least 50%, while this vaue has dropped to 23%
on average in 2001, with dl commercid papers citicizing dtizensindividuds in less than
28% of dl aitical aticles. At the same time, the share of aticles criticd of representatives of
the party-state has dmost doubled (from 8.2% to 15.2%).
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Yet the - again: fewer! - critica reports of the party press were and ill are more often d-
rected agang officids (27.4% in 2001, 20% in 1992) and less frequently agang citi-
zendindividuas (16.4% and 39.5%, respectively) compared to the popular/commercia papers.

All numbers presented above are average vaues, the picture becomes a bit more complicated
when looking a sngle papers We said that, in generd, party papers yielded higher percent-
ages of party-date criticism in ther critica reporting in both the 1992 and 2001 samples, but
in 2001, four commercid papers show higher vadues in this regard than Bejing Daly does,
two of them devoting digtinctly more of ther criticd reports to the criticiam of officids (Bei-
jing Youth News 20.6% and Guangzhou Daily 23.6%, compared to Beijing Daily's 13%); and

in 1992, it was Yangcheng Evening News that had 20% of its critical articles directed against
representatives of the party-gate, while Beljing Daily did not dare to criticize any officid a
al.

3.3.3. Actors/ Regiond reference

In contrast to these results, not much has changed between 1992 and 2001 regarding the actors
that voiced criticism via the papers. In both paty and commercid/popular papers, criticiams
expressed by citizens were more often to observed than those Ly representatives of the party-
date. In comparison to the commercia/popular press, the party-state as an actor in critica arti-
cles rather prevailed in the party press in 1992 (6.7% compared to 3.6% in the popular papers)
and 2001 (16.7% compared to 11.9%), while in popular/commerciad papers, a greater share of
the criticd aticdes had citizendindividuds as ther man actor (38% in 1992 compared to
24.3%; 32% in 2001 compared to 23.1%).

The andyss of the locdities criticiam reports are about yidds a rather diffuse picture Both
party and popular press published far more criticd articles about events or problems referring
to the paper's own province in 1992 and in 2001. But the share of critical reports about other
provinces has risen markedly in party papers and sharply in commercia papers Here, critica
reports about other provinces conditute 28.5% of dl criticd aticles in 2001, whereas the
vaue was as low as 2.1% in 1992. Party papers now yield vaues very smilar to those of the
commercial press, and it is only Liaoning Daily that redtricts itsef to only 13% of criticd e
ports about other provinces, while dl the other papers range from 23% to 37% in this regard.
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34. Affirmdive articles

The starkest contrast in absolute numbers occurs between People's Daily, which published
1383 affirmative aticles, and Liaoshen Evening News carying only 378; generaly spesaking,
party papers write much more pogtive reports than commercia papers do. As much more top-
ics had to be coded as affirmative by definition (like propaganda) and many are very sedom
affirmative by the nature of their subject (like accidents), we can be quite brief here: In 2001,
the topics "foreign policy” and "party” account for many more of the affirmaive articles in
party papers (12.1% / 18.5%) than in commercia ones (4.4% / 4.1%), while the greater share
of pogtive reports in the latter is concerned with economic issues (41.7% compared to 31.7%
in the party press) and the sphere of "science/education” (13.7% / 8.6%). A large proportion of
affirmetive articles is about "sport events' (6.4% compared to 1.5%), while the other tradi-
tiona poalitical topicsyieds avaue of 9% in both party and commercia papers.

Compared to 1992, many differences have become much more distinct: The gep regarding
party affairs was much narrower then (party papers. 8.6%; commercial papers. 6.9%), and the
same holds true for the single issues of agriculture (4.8% to 0.5% in 2001, 3.1% to 1.6% in
1992) and state enterprise reform (1.5% to 0.1 % in 2001; 3.9% to 3.6% in 1992).

On the contrary, commercia papers in 2001 as well as popular papers in 1992 had a grester
share of thar affirmative articles concerned with consumer issues, infradiructure, and enter-
prises. These numerica differences do of course correspond to the respective topic distribu-
tion, as a larger share of aticles increases the probability of affirmative articles about a given
topic.

There is not much to say about the actors of affirmative articles, as the pattern of 1992 remans
unchanged: the party is more often the main actor than people or organizations of the other
three categories both in party and commercid papers, but the dominance of the party-date is
sronger in the former (62.6% compared to 40.4% in commercia papers). The remaning pro-
portion is quite evenly shared by the other groups in both kinds of papers.

Neither has any change occurred regarding the regiond reference of afirmative articles. Two
thirds of them in al papers refer to locd events, and less than 10% to events in other prov-
inces, party papers and commercia papers do not differ in this aspect.

3.5. Summary Direction
The gap between commercia papers and party papers has widened sgnificantly: Commercid
papers report much more critica than party papers, especidly on law/justice, socia problems,
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and society, while party papers and popular papers did not differ markedly from each other in
1992. If paty papers reported negatively, they were most frequently concerned with "cos
tumghabits' or with "officid peformance’, while commercid papers rather touched upon
truly sendtive issues like corruption. Apat from sharpened differences between the commer-
cid and the part press, distinctions between market-oriented papers have become much more
marked, too, with some commercia papers showing vaues reatively close to those of party
papers, while others show great gaps to the party press in many regards.

4. Criticism

We have 0 far presented results concerning the category “criticiam” only in connection with
aticles coded as "criticd" or "dfirmaive’; now we want to provide a more detaled daa
andysis of the entire st of articles.

4.1. Average values

In 1992, paty papers published more articles critica of representatives of the party-state and
of enterprises (see Fig. 11, p. 91) than popular papers did (the numbers are 1.4% compared to
1% and 1.2% compared to 0.9%, respectively), while the latter were marked by a more pro-
nounced criticiam of "other units’ and "ditizens' (the vaues being 0.6% compared to 0.3% for
the former and 7.7 compared to 3.7% for the latter category). But in 2001, a sgnificant change
has gppeared: Commercid papers 4ill criticized citizendindividuds and "other units' more
than party pers did, but they moreover took the lead in the criticism of the party-state repre-
sentatives and enterprises. The ggp now has become rather wide, with 3.4% of aticles in
commercid papers voicing criticiam of "party-gate’ compared to ill only 1.8% in the party
papers. Regarding enterprises, the contrast is even sharper (6.8% in the commercid, 2.9% in
the party papers).

A second interesting finding concerns the single papers In 1992, differences regarding "criti-
csm” did not run dong the party-popular divide, while in 2001, it is evident that in most &
pects commercia papers are marked by a common pattern: The "party-gtate”, for instance, was
criticized mainly by the two Guangdong papers in 1992 Guangzhou Daily: 2.8%; Yangcheng
Evening News 2.3%), while the respective vaues for Peoples Daily (1%) and the Beijing pa-
pers (between 0% and 0.8%) are markedly lower. A smilar picture occurs for the criticsm of
enterprises. Again it was the Guangzhou papers that expressed mogt criticiam, while dl other
papers yidded vaues of only 0.5% or below. Concerning criticiam of citizens, popular Yang
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cheng Evening News and the party paper Beijing Daily yieded the two highest values. While
we therefore might establish, if any, a regiond divide and no difference between the two types
of papers in 1992, things have evidently changed in 2001. The shift is most sgnificant con
cerning the criticiam of enterprises In this category, the three party papers show the lowest
vaues (from 1.3% to 3.5%) while dl commercia papers display more than 5%; most of them
range from 5.1% to 6.9%, with the remarkably exception of Liaoshen Evening News showing
a vaue as high as 9.3%. Criticism of party-dae representatives shows a smilar divide be-
tween paty and commercid papers the three party papers again display the lowest vaues.
However, there is no gap between the two kinds of papers: The values for the party papers ae
1.5%, 1.8%, and 2.2% (iaoning Daily), but two commercid papers follow closdy Beijing
Sar: 2.3%; Beijing Evening News 2.6%), and they are closer to the party papers than to other
commercid ones in this regard. Liaoshen Evening News is in a somewhat intermediate pos-
tion (3.3%), while the other four commercia papers yield vaues above 4.3%, Beijing Youth
News publishing most criticism of paty-date representatives (5.4%). Criticism of citizens
tended to be expressed more often by commercid than by party papers (with the exception of
Beijing Daily showing higher vaues than Guangzhou Daily), while the picture concerning

"other units' remains unclear.

4.2. Comprehensive topics

The mog interesting shift has occurred in the sphere of "law/jugtice”: I 1992, popular papers
criticized individuds only (dmost 86% of their reports carried such criticiam), while party
papers moderately criticized representatives of the party-state and enterprises in this regard as
wel. In 2001, citician of individuds occurs in less than haf of the reports in commercid
papers, and their criticism of both the party-state and enterprises is more frequent than in party
papers (11.1% and 15.3%, respectively, compared to 7.2% and 12.1% in the party press).
However, criticism of individuasis gill the predominant feature in both kinds of papers.

Smilarly, commercia papers now direct & least some criticism to enterprises and "other
units' in the gspheres of "hedth/environment”, "scienceleducation”, and "economy”, while
popular papers had amost totally refrained from such criticiam in 1992.

Unfortunately, we cannot compare our data for "socid problems’ longitudindly, as popular
papers wrote virtudly no critica reports about these sendtive issues in 1992; the vaues for
2001, however, suggest a tendency of commercia papers to show a more critical attitude o-
wards both party-date representatives and enterprises (5.3% and 11.6%, respectively) than
party papers (0.5% / 2%). It should be noted, however, that differences between commerciad

92



papers are extraordinary in this respect: Only three papers account for the high criticism of
representatives of the party-gate, namely the two papers from Guangdong province and Bel-
jing Youth News, and the average criticism of enterprises hides an enormoudy broad disper-
sion of vaues among the commercia papers, that soread from 0% (Guangzhou Daily) to 25%
(Liaoshen Evening News).

4.3. Criticism of party-state representatives

We now turn to a more detailled andyds of single "critician'-categories. As for criticism of
party-state representatives, such criticism was o rare in 1992 that no meaningful data can be
andyzed; we have thus to refer to single papers to gain some ground for comparison (see Fig.
12, p. 94). In 2001, five topics account for dmost three quarters of dl articles that criticized
the "party-gae" both in paty and in commercid papers. "Officid performance”’ is by far most
frequently the context of "party-dtate" criticiam in party papers (41.1%), followed by "politicd
corruption”  (184%), "economy" (14.8%), "accidents’ (14%), and "hedth/environment"
(7.5%). In sark contragt, it is corruption that accounts for 48.9% of reports critical of the
party-state in the commercid press, followed by "performance’ (16.9%) and accidents (8.1%);
different from party papers, "socid problems’ (6.2%) account for more party-date criticiam
than "economy" (5.7%) does.

Comparison to 1992 is limited to single aspects. For instance, corruption had then been subject
of critical reporting about party-state representetives only in People's Daily, and such criticism
had been ataboo for al papersin connection with accidents.

Beddes "political corruption”, other dngle topics of the category "critica of party-state repre-
sentatives’ raised by four papers or more in 2001 were “adminigrative reform” (only by
commercia papers except for Liaoning Daily; Beijing Youth News showing the highest vdue,
12.9%); "pollution” both party and commercid papers, the former tending to show higher \al-
ues); "danger for citizens' (People's Daily as the only party paper, but displaying the highest
vaue of dl); "consumer issues' (only commercid papers); “infrastructure’ (Liaoning Daily as
the only party paper, but yidding the highest vaue of dl). Besdes the very smdl number of
aticles fdling under these categories, the results are too confuse to sketch any clear picture.

Let ustherefore return to the three more important topics and make the next step looking at
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sngle newspapers. It has been shown above that party papers on average concentrated their
critician of officdds on the topic of "peformance’, while in contrast, commercid papers
clearly favored the issue of "corruption” in this regard. This finding is mirrored by the single
newspapers data (see Fig. 13, p 94): All three party papers yidd higher vadues on "perform-
ance’ and lower ones on "corruption” than the seven commercid papers do. Differences
within these types are dso very marked: dl party papers criticize officids more often because
of their performance than because of corruption, but the difference is much more acute in the
case of Beijing Daily than

for the other two. As for the commercid papers, the spectrum concerning "corruption” fans
out widdly, ranging from 35.3% (Yangcheng Evening News) to 72% (Liaoning Evening News),
with most papers displaying va ues between 43% and 56%.

The results for "accidents’ are mixed: People's Daily never criticized officids in this context,
while Beijing Daily and Liaoning Daily did so to a considerable degree (13.6%; 14.3%). Some
commercid papers show higher, some yield lower vaues than these two.

The andydgs of man actors mentioned in aticles tha criticize officids does not yidd any
characteristic of party or commercid papers Taken atogether, it seems that the state would
more often be identified as an actor in commercial papers (43.8% compared to 38.7% in party
press), while citizens/individuas were more often mentioned in party papers (18.8% compared
to 14.6%). However, looking a single papers, this dight difference totaly evaporates. con
cerning private actors, three commercia papers yield the lowest vaues, but they are followed
by Bejing Daily, while Beijing Youth News displays the highest vaue. Correspondingly, the
date is by far most frequently mentioned as main actor by Liaoshen Evening News, but least
often by Guangzhou Daily, with the other papers showing mixed vaues.

Nether is there any divide regarding the regiond reference of reports (whether they relate to
the respective home province or to other provinces) to be discerned: One party paper yields
the highest, another the lowest vaue concerning criticiam of locd events, if any divide is to be
seen, it is a regiond one, with Liaoning papers having 51% of their critical reporting about
officids referring to their home province, Guangdong papers 40%, and Beijing papers only
16%. The respective values for criticiam of officids in other provinces are Bejing 74%;
Guangdong 54%; Liaoning 50%. Any comparison to the 1992 data is, for the reasons men
tioned above, not too meaningful. What is of interest to note, however, is the fact tha critica
reporting on officids in other provinces was a fact that had never occurred ether in party or in
popular papersin 1992.
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4.4. Criticism of enterprises

Criticiam of enterprises especidly in commercid papers dretches over many topics (see Fg.
14, p. 97) but three mgjor ones can be identified: consumer issues, economic corruption G@ses,
and illegd economic activities. All papers except for Guangzhou Daily blame enterprises in
connection with consumer issues, 30.2% of dl aticles criticizing enterprises in paty papers
and 20.7% in commercid papers beong to this category. There 5 no clear preference of party
papers, though, to emphasize this issue more than commercia papers do, as the three papers
with the highest value are People's Daily (51.7%), Beijing Sar (35.5%), and Beijing Times
(29.3%). Neither is the topic of economic corruption a characteristic of party papers criticism
of enterprises. Although they show higher vaues on average (23.7% compared to 17%), four
commercid papers yidd higher vaues than People's Daily does, and two show higher vaues
than Liaoning Daily. Ranking third among the reports that voice criticiam of enterprises, "ille-
gd activities' account for 15.6% (party) and 18.8% (commercid papers). Agan, it cannot be
decided whether the share of total reports critica of enterprises is higher in the party or in the
commercid press. For other less frequent topics, the picture is clearer: Setting the three most
frequent topics mentioned above aside, commercid papers evidently concentrate their remain-
ing criticism more on the topics "workers issues’, "erterprises’, "accidents’, and "cavil law".
In the context of "workers issues' , criticism of enterprises is expressed by only one party
paper Beijing Daily, 4%), but by al commercid papers in our set (averaging 5%). Bad news
on or criticism of enterprises themsdves are not published by any paty paper, but by dl
commercia ones (averaging 4.8%) except for Beijing Sar. As for the topic "accidents’, the
share in commercid papers criticad reports on enterprises is much greater than the one in party
papers (6.9% compared to 2.9%), with Guangzhou Daily yidding the exceptiondly high vadue
of 154%. The same holds true for the category "civil law", with 7.7% of dl criticiam of enter-
prises occurring in commercia papers belonging to this category in contrast to only 2.9% in
party papers.
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Only one party paper expresses criticism of enterprises in connection with pollution (Peopl€e's
Daily), but al commercid papers except for Guangzhou Daily did, Yangcheng Evening News
and Liaoshen Evening News ranking highest and Peopl€e's Daily third.

Turning to actor andysis, the state clearly dominates critica reports about enterprises in party
papers, while private actors have a rdatively large share in commercid ones. In the party
press, 70.3% of dl criticism is expressed by the party-state, and only 12% by citizens, whereas
in commercid papers, the date is the main actor in only 39.2% of aticles criticd of enter-
prises, quite close to the respective value for private actors (32.7%). The party papers prefer-
ence for the date in this regard is less pronounced in Beijing Daily (54%), which shows a
vaue close to the one of commercid Guangzhou Daily (53.8%), but most commercia fapers
range from 43% to 37% and thus contrast sharply to the values of the other two party papers
(above 75%). Correspondingly, dthough Liaoning Daily's vaue for private actors is close to
the one of Yangcheng Evening News and even higher than the one of Guangzhou Daily, the
ovead| trend is very clear, with most commercia papers ranging between 32% and 44% and
the remaining two party papers yidding vaues of 10% and below.

Ancther interesting finding concerns the regiond reference of the critical reports. Commercia
papers evidently more frequently made negative events involving enterprises subject of ther
reports, that took place in their home province (58.7% compared to 39.5% in party papers),
with one commercid papers from each province yieding the highest results (Liaoshen Eve-
ning News 84.2%; Beljing Star, 72.7%; Yangcheng Evening News, 69.6%).

4.5. Criticiam of citizens

We have shown above that commercid papers published more critica reports about citizens
than party papers in both 1992 and in 2001. However, there are some qudifications to make
concerning the dngle topics of the respective reports. First of al, commercid papers clearly
focus on bresks of the law in this regard: Ther criticism of citizens to a very large degree
(71%-81%) belongs to such categories as "police’, "crime’, "petty violaions', or "socd ills',
while the respective vaues for the paty papers ae dl Sgnificantly lower and average on
roughly 53%. The later, in contrast, tend to focus ther criticiam of citizengindividuds more
on environmenta issues (People's Daily and Beijing Daily showing the highest vaues by far)
or "codums' (highest vadue: Liaoning Daily).

For 1992, no pattern characteristic for any group of papersis discernable.
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4.6. Summary Criticism

While in 1992, popular papers voiced virtudly no criticism of cadres or enterprises a dl, this
kind of reports has become the domain of commercia papers in 2001. Enterprises are mainly
citicized in connection with “illegd economic activities', economic corruption”, and "con-
umer issues' in both party and commercid papers, but the latter also criticize enterprises with
regard to accidents, workers issues, pollution, and civil law. In commercia papers, most of
the criticism of cadres (dmost every second article belonging to this category) is concerned
with corruption. Party pepers, on the contrary, show very little criticism of cadres or enter-
prises, the former are overwhedmingly criticized in the context of ther "performance’, and the
latter are only very rarely portrayed negatively when accidents, workers issues, or pollution is
the issue. Concerning criticism of citizens, paty papers focus on "costums/habits' and envi-
ronmental pollution, while the large share of commercid papers criticism of ditizens is manly

due to crime reports.

5. Actors

As long as we do not specify single topics or categories, it seems that not much has changed
concerning the main actor of articles when comparing 1992 and 2001 data: Party papers il
carry more reports with the party-state as main actor and less regarding al other actor catego-
ries, and the very same relaions occur concerning al four actor-categories. Neither are there
important differences between party and commercia papers (in comparison to the 1992 Stua-
tion) to be perceived when andyzing grouped topics, except for the sharp increase of party-
date activity in party press reports about "society”, that goes dong with a corresponding ¢
creeze in the share of "dtizensindividua"-activity. A festure common to both kinds of papers,
though, is very interesting: Quite surprisngly, the share of the party-state in reports about eco-
nomica issues has increased and the share of enterprises decreased in both kinds of papers.

However, as soon as we peaform an andyss that compares the distribution of articles men-
tioning the party-date or citizens as actors across grouped or single topics, sgnificant changes
come into view. (This andysis thus refers to the number of articles coded as "actor party-date’
or "actor citizens' asitstotd.)

It turns out that the active party-state in commercid papers more often gppears in the context
of "corruption” (3.7% compared to 0.5% in the party press, 1992: 0% / 0.5%; the respective
values range from 1.3% Beijing Sar) to 5.9% (Beijing Youth). The same holds true for issues
concerning "police" (21.9% compared to 7.6%; 1992: 11.9% / 4.4%).
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Party papers, in contrast, portray the active party-state more often as being concerned with
"paty" or "military" &ffars (22% compared to 4.4% in commercia papers, 1992: 19.7% /
17.9%) and "foreign policy” (14.2 compared to 4.3%); however, the latter difference was even
more marked in 1992 (18.7% compared to 4.2%).

Active citizens dill are mogt often mentioned in economic reports in both kinds of papers
(26.9% paty / 27.6% commercid), but far less than popular papers used to do in 1992
(46.9%). Now, 20.7% of commercial paper articles that mention citizens as the main actors are
concerned with "law/justice’, compared to 10.1% in the party press, whereas in 1992, a greater
share of the party papers reports with active citizens dedt with such issues (7.9% compared to
6.1%).

Two more sgnificant changes are discernible: In 1992, party papers showed the active party-
gsate more frequently in reports about "socid problems’ 6.8% compared to 2% in the popular
press), popular papers portrayed the party-state more often as active on "environment/health’-
issues (10.1% compared to 3.2% in party papers). In 2001, however, the respective shares are
equd.

6. Internationa news/ foreign effars

The percentage shares given beow refer to the sum of atices tha involve activities of for-
egners or a foreign country (or regions outsde mainland China, including Hong Kong and
Tawan). When the image of single countries is analyzed, the respective totd is the number of
aticles deding with the respective country. Each aticle that involves a foreign country has
been coded as 1 (pogtive), O (neutrd), or -1 (negative), average values thus possbly range

from -1 to 1. For more details see the previous chapter, p. 72.

The following results will describe the percentage shares of reports on single countries and
topics in different newspapers computed from the total amount of reports that involved per-
sons from or inditutions of a foreign country (for the different topics in question see below);
what is presented here is therefore only the relaive atention paid to each region or topic by
the papers of our sample: One should thus have in mind that a paper "A" reporting much about
international or foreign affairs in genera might report more in absolute terms about a given
country than paper "B" does, but might show a lower vadue when it comes to the share of its
internationa news section devoted to articles about this country.

There are 9x topic-categories that might contain information about countries or regions ou-

gde mainland Ching; three of them are concerned with culture or cultura cooperation, O it
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might suffice to differentiate four kinds of topics here 1. Interaction of the Chinese govern
ment with governments of other countries (“foreign affars’); 2. Reports on foreign countries
regarding ther domestic, socia, or economica affairs, and the interaction (be it politicd or
military) of gdates not involving the Chinese government (“internationd news'); 3. News on
“international trade’; 4. Reports about those culturd or scientific events involving individud
foreign atists or cultura/scientific cooperation between Chinese and foreign partners (“cu-
ture"). The last column shows the share of total reporting these categories account for.

Evidently, commercia papers show very little interest in reports on Chinds foreign afairs,
while international news (reports not involving the PRC) are a bit more often to be found in
market-oriented papers. Internationd trade, on the other hand, is a topic rather typica for party

papers.

Paper Foreign Affairs Int. News Trade Culture Total
People's Daily 11.2 12.6 47 05 203
Beljing Youth 06 152 29 29 216
Daily

Beijing Daily 28 75 36 24 163
Beijing Evening 04 83 39 2 146
News ) ) "

Guangzhou Daily 14 196 26 0 236
Y angcheng Ev. 08 145 12 13 178
News

Beijing Star 0.7 108 32 2 167
Beijing Times 04 141 18 06 169
Liaoning Daily 38 10.2 35 14 189
Liaoshen Ev. 07 71 13 03 94

News

Fig. 16a Share of articlesinvolving foreign actors (in %), 2001

Paper Foreign Affairs Int. News Trade Culture Total
People's Daily 107 213 26 25 271
Beijing Y outh 07 141 26 25 199
Beijing Daily 5 14.4 36 29 25.9
:z:::g Evening 09 128 5 17 174
Guangzhou Daily 27 15.9 25 21 232
Y angcheng Ev.

News 17 203 27 15 262

Fig. 16b: Share of articlesinvolving foreign actors (in %), 1992
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6.1 Attention for countries

We have grouped the world's politicd entities into 16 categories, namdy the US, Can
ada/Audralia, Japan, Western Europe (plus EU), Eastern Europe, Russia, former Soviet Lhion
(except Russa and the Bdtic dates), Hong Kong, Tawan, Asa (other countries bordering to
China plus South-East Asa and South Koreg), Africa, Latin America, Isradl, other developing
countries, UN, other internationa actors/organizations. This classng is meant to represent
political regions that are relevant to the PRC rather than geographicd terms (for a more de-
talled explanation why the categories have been built this way see the chapter on method, p.
71).

Looking a dl the papers of our sample regardiess of any differences in type or region (see
Fig. 17, p. 103), it turns out that dmost al countries have datively lost importance compared
to 1992, mainly hkecause of the huge rise of reporting about the US (39.1% in 2001; 23.8% in
1992). The only other two regions that could increase their share were Israel (2.9% compared
to 1.4%) and Asia (13% compared to 93%), while Eastern Europe and the former Soviet U
ion, Hong Kong and Africa experienced the sharpest drops. Reports on Western countries a-
count for more than 50% of internationad news reporting in our sample in 2001 (1992: dightly
over 40%). Taking Western Europe and the US aside, Russia (4.9% in both 1992 and 2001)
and Japan (1992: 7.5%; 2001: 5.7%) were the only two countries that attracted significant d-
tention (besides Hong Kong and Taiwan).

There are not too many differences to be discovered when andyzing paty and commer-
cid/popular papers. In 2001, the share of reporting about the US, Japan, and Western Europe
is very dmilar in both types of papers, with party papers reporting only a bit more on the US
(41.9%) than commercia papers do (37.9%). Differences are more marked concerning Russia,
the former Soviet Union, and Africa Party papers report more about these regions (Russa
6.4% compared to 4.3%; Africaa 3% compared to 1.5%), while commercia papers devote
more space to reports about Hong Kong (5.5% to 1.3%) and Taiwan (4% to 1%). However, it
must be noted that this difference is manly due to the extraordinary high vaue of the two
Guangdong papers, whaose vicinity to the regions in question surely is one reason for frequent

reporting.
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Reaults for 1992 are very close to those for 2001: Again, there occurred no significant differ-
ences as fa as the man globd players were concerned; as in 2001, commercid papers re-
ported more on Hong Kong and Taiwan and less on developing countries. Reports about A-
rica accounted for 2.5% of internationa news in popular papers, but for 5.3% in party papers,
and the respective vaues for Latin America were 1.5% and 4%. Regarding reports about UN-
activities, party papers showed markedly higher values in 1992, but this gap did not regppear
in 2001.

No vast differences occur when focusng on the results for sngle papers Even though it be-
comes evident that pepers differ enormoudy regarding the share of their internationd report-
ing they devote to the US, these differences are rather corrdated to different regions where
papers are being published: Certainly, the vaues range now from 14.6% to 69.8%, and both
the minimum and maximum are represented by a commercid paper, while in 1992, the vaues
ranged only from 14.9% to 32.9%, with three papers grouped close to a vaue of 16% and
three close to 32%. Yet the Liaoning papers yidded the two highest vaues and the two papers
from Guangdong the second and third lowest in 2001. The effect is thus not to be understood
as market-induced.

To the contrary, the second case where a wider distribution of vaues occurs, namely Japan,
shows a clear difference Commercia pepers differ much wider from each other than party
papers do (2.7% to 11.3% compared to 3.8% to 6.9%). The distribution of shares of reports
about other countries are, however, quite smilar in the two years under investigation. Again, it
is not possble to detect any clear tendency of party or commercia papers to report more on
specific countries than their counterparts would do, as we don't find any category that would
group the three party papers closdly together.

Summay Attention There are no differences between party and commercia papers percepti-

ble that did not aready occur in 1992 between party and popular papers, and only in the case
of Japan could atendency of commercid papersto differ from each other be detected.

6.2 Topics

Continuity aso prevals in topic digribution (see Fig. 18, p. 106): Commercid papers report
relatively more about foreign countries inner affairs (political, socid, and economicd), disas
ters they experience and about their military action, but less about ther internationa activities
(be they political, economica, or culturd) than party papers do (see Fig. 18, beow). Corre-
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spondingly, in 1992, popular papers had greater and lesser shares of their reporting about for-
eign countries devoted to the same topics, with the one exception of domestic economica &
sues, that party papers had bcused more on in 1992. Quartitatively, the gaps have been stable
or have even closed a bit in most categories. Differences are more marked only regarding
"disssters’ and "domedtic politics’, two topics dominated by commercid papers. Differences
among commercia papers are more marked only regarding cultura news, but in dl other

categories, there are no differences to be found that would be stronger than those between
party papers.

Summay Topic: There are dmost no differences to be found, neither between paty and

commercid papers nor among the latter. The only exception is an enlarged reporting about
disasters and domestic palitics in commercia papers.

6.3. Direction

The topicd digtribution is only partly connected to the direction of articles about a given cour
try. Sure, some categories are negative by definition (like "disasters’) or pogtive in most cases
due to their usud object (like "culture’), but for most of the topic categories, including the
most interesting ones (internationa politics, domedtic affars, internationd trade), it is far from
clear whether articles portray a country in a podtive or in a negative light. We therefore want
to shed some light on the generd image of the single countries (in terms of the mean aticle
directions over al topics) and the way they are portrayed regarding different topica categories
(seeFig. 19, p. 108).

The most evident result concerning aticle direction is the fact that reports in commercid pa
pers are more negative than those in party papers. This was true in 1992, too, but the gap be-
tween the two kinds of papers has broadened significantly: While the value for party papers is
more or less congant (0.19 in 1992 and 0.17 in 2001), commercia papers in contrast report
rather negativdy (-0.19) in 2001, whereas aticles in ther popular forerunners were dightly
positive on average in 1992 (0.05).

Correspondingly, vaues of two countriesregions, namey the US and "former Soviet Union'-
countries, were dightly higher in popular than in party papers, after dl. In 2001, however, not
a dngle country yidds higher vdues in commercid papers. All results must therefore be as-
sessed conddering both the overdl lowering of vaues in 2001 compared to 1992 and the gent
eraly widened gap between commercia and popular papers.
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Fig. 18: Attention to topics 2001 and 1992 (% of articles dealing with foreign actors)
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Taking the mean difference of 0.36 between party and commercia papers as our yardgtick, the
two types of papers are Hill very close to each other in ther reporting about the US (-0.07 in
party papers and -0.13 in commercid ones), while the gap on Western Europe s considerable,
but ill not extraordinary (0.41 in party papers / 0.03 in commercid ones). Viewing the rank-
ing within the paper types, continuity prevals Vaues for the US are 4ill the second-lowest of
dl in paty papers, and they are a a middle range in commercid papers, very samilar to ther
position in the popular papers of 1992. It is interesting to note that in relation to ther overdl
reporting, commercia papers thus report more positively about the US than party papers do.

In other cases, however, sgnificant changes can be observed in 2001: Firg of dl, vaues for
Japan have decreased markedly both in party and commercia papers. but they did so on a
much more dramétic scde in the laiter, dropping 0.9 points and switching from a clearly posi-
tive vdue (0.48) to a clearly negative one (-0.42). The lowering in the party press is sill m+
pressive, but only half as steep (from 0.76 to 0.25).

In the case of Africa and Latin America, amilar tendencies occur: While the vaues of party
papers are stable (Africa 0.4 in 1992; 0.39 in 2001 / Latin America 0.11 in 1992; 0.02 in
2001), reports in the commercid press turn out to be much more negative than they used to be
in the popular papers, especidly in the case of Africa (0.12 in 1992; -0.68 in 2001).

As far as Russa is concerned, trends are even opposite: Russia has clearly improved in the
party press (0.73 in 2001 compared to 0.23 in 1992), but has been loosing credit in the com+
mercia papers (down to 0.05 from 0.15).

In accordance with the average vaues, differences between single newspapers are most strik-
ing in the cases of Jgpan and Africa (see Fig. 20, p. 110). In 2001, vaues for Japan range from
0.26 to -0.91, with the three party papers showing the only postive results and the commercid
papers Hill soreading widdy and quite evenly across a spectrum of more then 0.9 points. In
sark contragt, dl but one paper were very close together in 1992, Beijing Youth News being
the exception (-0.14), while al the others dmost do not vary at dl (five papers ranging from
0.73t0 0.81).

Africa shows a smilar pattern of an extraordinarily widespread spectrum in 2001 that was not
found for the year 1992. Here, values are scattered across amost the entire possible range,
from 0.89 in People's Daily to -1in Yangcheng Evening News and most other papers clearly
separated from each other by 0.2 points or more. Again, the party papers are the three most
positive on Africa, s0 that effects of a split between paty and commercid papers and a wider
span among the latter are discernable.
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Fig. 19: Mean article direction, 2001 and 1992
(of all articles involving foreign actors)
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Pepers dso differ widely in ther reports about Russa; vaues range from -0.53 (Liaoning
Evening News) to 0.89 (People's Daily). As average values suggest, reports are most poditive
in the three party papers in 2001, while for 1992, the popular Beijing Evening News yields the
highest (0.6) and the party paper Guangzhou Daily shows the second-lowest vaue (-0.05).

The picture is less clear for Western Europe and the US. Vaues in both cases do not fan wider
than they did in 1992. As to the former, except for the extreme high vaues for People's Daily
and Beijing Daily (above 0.5) and the extreme low for Yangcheng Evening News (-0.42), all
papers are grouped together rather closdly (between -0.12 and 0.2). Moreover, in the case of
the US, the papers showing the highest and the lowest vaue differ no more than 0.29 points.

Both digtributions resemble those of the year 1992, when the mean aticle direction of al @&
pers fluctuated only very dightly around O in case of the US, and dl papers except for Beijing
Youth News were very close in therr reports about Western Europe. Comparing differences
among paty papers and among commerciad papers, a very dight trend of the latter to differ
wider from each other is to be percelved, as the gap of 0.29 is induced by two commercid
papers, while the party papers virtualy do not differ from each other a dl. However, back in
1992, popular papers already showed greater differences than party papers, even if they were a
bit less marked (0.18). As vaues of 1992 are our yardstick, we may not infer a significant
market-induced difference between commercia papersin 2001.

Summary Direction Large differences between party and commercia papers are to be found

in the reports about Japan, Russia, and developing countries, and in dl three cases there are
ads differences among commercid papers to be discerned, while differences between party
and commercid papers did not change or even diminished concerning the US and Western

Europe, and there were no significant differences among commercid papers to be found.
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6.4. Single countries and topics

I will now andyze the image of single important countries more in detall by presenting results
on (1) the share of single topics of the tota reporting about the country in question and (2) the
direction of articles deding with the country broken down into Sngle topics.

However, these latter data have to be handled with grestest care, as the number of articles of
the year 2001 in most cases is not sufficient to support any conclusion about a given paper's
reporting about one issue concerning one country, not to say anything about our 1992 data set.
Statements regarding the 2001 data are only possible in the case of countries and/or topics
reported about very frequently, namely articles about the US and (in most cases) reports about
internationa politics, domegtic affairs, and international trade deding with Western Europe,
Ada, and developing countries as a whole; as for the article directions of the respective arti-
cles deding with Russia and Jgpan, we have to be very cautious about judging the results.

As for 1992, only two topics concerning the US yielded enough aticles to dlow a compara
tive interpretation.

6.4.1. Reports about the US

The most evident feature concerning reports about the US is, that in terms of topic-categories,
newspapers are much more smilar to each other in 2001 than they were in 1992 In every
category except for "Culture’, the shares did differ wider in that year, most categories contain
ing a least one paper not reporting about the given topic a al, while the respective high in

half of the categories was 15% or more.

Topic 1992: Min/Max 2001: Min/Max
Domedtic 0-27 57-221
Society 14-36.1 0-16.6
Economy 0-81 34-145
Military 0-27 124 - 284
Culture 75-21.6 21-193
Disaster 0-43 1.3-103
Human Interest 0-56 0-34
Internationd Politics 5.6-42 17.2- 36.8
International Trade 0-15.9 3.3-135
International Culture 0-15 0-112

Fig. 21: Reports about the US: Minimum and maximum shares (in %)
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Unfortunately, scarcity of data does not alow to compare most of the topics regarding the d-
rection of thar aticdes longitudindly; only the caegories "domedic politics' and “interna
tiona politics' were sufficiently reported about in both years to permit comparison: In both
cases, the gap between party and commercia/popular papers has closed. In 1992, popular pa-
pers reported much more negatively about the US' internationa activities €0.86 compared to -
0.39 in the party press) but in 2001, both kinds of papers are close (commercid papers. -0.12;
party papers. -0.23). The same holds true for the other comparable topic: While in 1992, popu-
lar papers were markedly less negative about the US domegtic politics than party papers (-
0.19 compared to -0.53), both types of papers show amost the same average value in 2001 (-
0.55 and -0.56, respectively).

As far as other topics are concerned, we can meaningfully andyze only the vaues for 2001.
But the pattern does not change at dl: Party and commercia papers on average do not differ
much on "society” €0.51 / -0.45), "internationd trade" (0.72 / 0.69), or dher topics. However,
there are remarkable fluctuations to be discovered in these two categories when turning to sin-
gle newspapers. Reports on the US concerning "internationd trade’ are much more postive in
Beijing Evening News (0.92) than in Beijing Times (0.2), with the other papers dispersed from
0.5 to 0.8. Reports about the American society are postive in Beijing Star (0.17), amost bal-
anced in Beijing Youth News (-0.03), rather criticdl in, for instance, Liaoshen Evening News (-
0.44), very criticd in Yangcheng Evening News (-0.79) and purely critical in Peopl€e's Daily (-
1), and Guangzhou Daily (-1). However, the latter topic shows no clear pattern that would
follow the party-commercid divide, as differences between party papers are as large as those
among commercid papers, it is only concerning "internationd trade' that the wide range of

vauesis unique to commercid papers.

Summary US: Differences between paty and commercia papers have rather diminished com:
pared to 1992, and most categories show smilar vaues in 2001. As for differences among

commercia papers, except for "international trade", there were no contrasts to be detected.

6.4.2. Japan

In 2001, commercia papers devote a greater share of their reports about Japan to the topics
"economy” (14.7% compared to 7.4% in the party papers) and "society" (8.3% / 2%): The
results for a third topic dominated by the commercid press, "military”, is especidly interest-
ing: While in 1992, Beijing Youth News was the only paper to make military ssues subject of
its reports, most commercid papers did so in 2001, with Liaoning Daily as the only party pe-
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per writing about Japanese military activities showing lower vaues than three commercid
papers, which are ranging from 6 to 9%, and especidly in comparison to Liaoshen Evening
News that yields an extreordinarily high vaue of more than 60%.

While both kinds of papers report rather equally about internationd relations and domestic
palitics, party papers pay relatively more atention to culture (11.9% compared to 5.5% in the
commercid press) and internationa trade (35.9% / 14.6%). However, it should be noted that
not al party papers show higher values, as Beijing Times (27.9%) yields a higher vaue than
People's Daily (21.4%). This pattern was ezen more marked in 1992, when not a single popu-
lar paper mentioned internationd trade at dl, while al paty papers did, averaging a a quite
high 21.4%.

Only "internationd rddions’ and "internationd trade' recave sufficient reporting throughout
most papers to dlow a meaningful comparison of aticle directions In generd, commercid
papers report more negatively than party papers about the former -0.81 compared to -0.57),
but the difference is much smdler than the overdl gap when dl topics are considered. The
divergence regarding "internationd trade’ is more marked (0.15 in commercid, 0.71 in paty

papers.)

Summary Japan: Differences between commercid and party papers are very stark in most e

spects, commercid papers moreover differ widely from each other in terms of mean aticle
directions, which is largdy due to uneven reporting about military issues (frequency) and in-
ternationd trade (direction).

6.4.3. Western Europe

In 2001, Chinese newspapers in generd reported more about military issues (8.8% compared
to 3.6% in 1992), "culture’ (11.6% / 5%), and "international trade" (12.1% / 8.9%), and less
about "society" (20.7% / 25.7%) and "internationa poalitics' (13.5% / 20.8%).

Comparing the data of commercid and party papers of 2001, the former report more about
"domestic affairs' (14.9% / 9%), "society" (23.9% / 13.3%), "disasters' (7.5% / 1.8%), and
“Iinternational culture’ (6.6% / 1.2 %), while party papers relaively pay more dtention to in-
ternational politics (22.5% / 9.7 %) and trade (17.8% / 9.7%). Compared to 1992, some Sig-
nificant changes have occurred: While popular papers in that year were overly predominated
by the topics "society” (42.8%) and "human interet” (5.9%), their interest in Western Europe
has broadened a lot and covers now the different topics much more evenly. Correspondingly,
the gap between party papers and commercia/popular ones has become much more narrow
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regarding the topics just mentioned, and is more or less closed on most other topics. Commer-
cid papers now even report more on international culture, a topic dominated by the party press
in 1992. Of the two spheres dominated by the party press in 2001, only internationa politics
was thelr doman back in 1992 (27.3% compared to 14.3% in the popular press), while the

party papers preference for trade issuesis a new phenomenon.

The clear average preference for the topic "society” is well reflected at the level of single @&
pers, however, three commercid papers are close to the respective share in People's Daily.
Smilaly, the high average vaue of the paty papers concerning internationd politics is mir-
rored in the fact that dl three party papers range from 22% to 23%, with the firsd commercia
paper following way behind (Yangcheng Evening News, 12.7%). Two differences that ap-
peared on average cannot be uphed when andyzing the single papers. they concern the issues
of "internationd trade’, where party papers clearly dominate on average, but two commercid
papers show higher vaues than Beijing Daily, and "internationa culture’, a topic more charac-
terigtic for commercid papers on average: However, two of them do not report about it at dl,
and Beijing Daily yields higher values than any commercia paper does.

Differences among commercid papers are stronger only concerning reports about military
affairs, where they range from 0% to 20%, while party papers show vaues between 5% and
12%. In al other categories, no speciad digtinction among commercia papers occurs.

Concerning article directions, paty and commercid papers differ dgnificantly on two issues
The mean vaue of reports about internationd politics is 0.12 in commercia papers, but 0.63
in the paty press. There are dso dgnificant differences among commercid papers, as Liaon-
ing Daily shows a vaue only dightly postive (0.09), while two commercid papers clearly
portray Western Europe postively in this regard Beijing Times 0.6; Liaoshen Evening News
0.33).

Regarding "society”, it's the other way round : Here it is the commercial papers ieporting more
positively on average (0.11) than the party press ¢0.37). One qudification has to be made, as
People's Daily shows a postive vaue of 0.1, while two commercid papers yied negative val-
ues Beijing Sar -0.6; Beijing Times -0.2); dthough commercid papers do spread their values
wider than party papers do (1.6 compared to 1.1) and report more positive on average, we thus
can only with some caution speak of greater differences between party and commercia papers
and of sgnificant market-induced differences among commercia papers.
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Summary Western Europe: The party and the commercia press do not differ much in most

regards, concerning topic distribution, most gaps have even closed compared to 1992. Reports
about "society” contribute to the few differences both between party and commercid papers
and among the latter, as commercid papers report more frequently and more postively about
such issues. Further differences between commercial papers occur regarding their reports
about military (frequency) and internationa politics (direction).

6.4.4. Russa

Due to the low number of articles deding with Russa only a few dtatements can be made
about single topics, what is quite clear, however, is the fact that party papers reported much
more about international politics than commercia papers did (69.5% / 40.9%), and that the
later in turn emphasized "disasters’ more (24% / 0%). Although commercid papers dso re-
ported more about military and domestic affairs on average, it is hard to say whether thisis to
be conddered as a generd rule, as in both cases one party paper yidded vaues markedly
above the ones of severd commercia papers.

Nether are many conclusons concerning article directions permitted: The only evident fact is
that party papers portrayed Russa more postively in terms of internationd politics (0.9 com-
paed to 0.6 in the commercid papers, with the paty papers showing the highest vaues
throughout).

Summay Russa Commercial papers reported much more about disasters, while party papers

published more and more positive articles about "internationd palitics'.

6.4.5. Developing countries

While popular and party papers did not differ from easch other concerning topic distribution
and mean aticle direction in 1992, commercial papers report more about disasters (9.4%
compared to 4.9%), domestic affairs (28.7% to 20.2%) and military (mentioned by five com-
mercia papers, averaging on 9.7%, and two party papers, averaging on 2.1%).

In the case of Africa, the dominance of "disasters' is especidly marked (25.7% compared to
4.8%) while reports about domestic politics and society preval in commercia papers in the
case of Latin America (74.3% to 49.7%). Party papers in both cases focus much more on -
ternationa politics in 2001 (57.1% to 32%) and portray developing countries much more pos-
tively in this regard (0.35 compared to -0.11).
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Summay developing countries Very dmilar to reports about Asian countries, party papers
report more frequently and more pogtively about internationa politics, and much more pos-

tively across dl topics in generd. Commercid papers focus on disagters, domestic affairs, and
military.

6.5. Summary: Results of internationa news

Compared to 1992, our 2001 data reveal significant changes in the reporting about Japan, Rus-
sa, Ada and the developing countries (Africa, Latin America, other developing countries) on
the one hand, but only dight changes in the reporting about Western Europe, and virtudly no
mgor dteration concerning the US on the other. Commercia papers prove to be much more
critica of those countries belonging to the first group than party papers, and aso show grester
differences among themsdaves, while specifics of market-oriented papers are to be found only
concerning single aspects of the reporting about Western Europe and the US.

The following chepter will discuss these findings and tes them agang the dae of Chinds
internationd relaions in 1992 and in 2001. Our data certainly suggest market effects as a
cause for the doserved changes, but a closer look is needed to fully explain why market forces

could exert their influence in some cases, and why there are no effects tracegble in others.

116



