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It is widely assumed that emotions are crucial to human
world-disclosure, as they bring us in touch with matters of
concern and contribute to understanding the world and our-
selves in evaluative terms. Despite these robust connections
between the affective realm and knowledge, the relationship
between the philosophy of emotion and the broader philo-
sophical subfield of epistemology is not very close. While
a relatively small but substantive group of emotion experts
has long been exploring the epistemological significance of
emotion, mainstream epistemologists have been reluctant
to turn to emotions as a factor in knowledge-generation.
Despite this relative distance between the fields, some sig-
nificant work has been done in the epistemology of emo-
tions in the last decades (de Sousa 1987; Hookway 2000;
Brun et al. 2008; Morton 2010; Brady 2013; Mitchell 2017,
Candiotto 2019). Through an investigation into the func-
tions of emotions in our epistemic life, scholars considered
the weight of emotions and other affective states in, for
instance, nurturing moral concerns (Solomon 1976; Helm
2001; Roeser and Todd 2014) and informing decision-mak-
ing (Isen 2000; Kirman et al. 2010; Mendonga & Saagua
2019). At the same time, social epistemology has challenged
the traditional individualist assumptions of epistemology
and has developed many different paths of inquiry into the
epistemology of collective agents (Gilbert 1987; Schmitt
1994; Bird 2014). In the last several years in particular,
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there has been a considerable turn away from classical indi-
vidualist positions towards socially situated approaches to
knowledge and knowledge-production.

In this special issue, we reconsider the epistemic value
of emotions at the intersection of these two debates. The
contributed authors revisit the general question in virtue
of which features emotions are epistemically effective (if
they are) and bring it to the debate on social epistemology
by focusing on epistemic practices and communities. This
includes renewed reflection on the concept of practice and
the constitutive dimensions and normative profile of col-
lective practices. With our focus on epistemic practices and
communities, we bring the epistemology of emotion out
of the ivory tower and support a bottom-up philosophical
approach to our real-life epistemic activities with a specific
emphasis on their particular social location. This allows us
to consider both their beneficial and detrimental roles. On
one side, emotions can nourish collaboration between the
different members of epistemic communities; on the other,
they can be a source of discrimination and exclusion of
minorities.

This special issue brings together several new lines
of inquiry, such as novel approaches to the relationship
between emotion and collective epistemic agency, more
radically embodied and situated approaches to emotional
intentionality, and a heightened focus on the entanglement
of emotional comportment with socio-political, especially
institutional, contexts. Given these diverse but importantly
interrelated issues, this special issue includes contributions
from different philosophical orientations and methodolo-
gies, in particular approaches from analytical philosophy,
phenomenology, 4E cognition and predictive processing,
situated affectivity, virtue and vice epistemology, cultural
and media studies, pragmatism, feminist epistemology, and
critical social philosophy.

With this breadth of philosophical outlooks applied to
a timely topic that connects several philosophical subject
areas, this special issue offers a map of new terrain to explore.
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The following are some of the questions addressed in the
collected papers and offered to the readers for further inves-
tigation: What is the role of emotions in epistemic practices
like collective inquiry, critical thinking, and testimony? Is
their epistemic function dependent upon its enactment in
practice? Does their epistemic value increase or decrease in
relation to the epistemic practices’ social location? Can emo-
tions be a source of epistemic transformation in a collabora-
tive setting? What is the emotion’s role in social movements
that bring forward alternative imaginaries? What does it
mean to cultivate our affective disruptability in epistemic
contexts? What is the impact of local affective arrangements
on epistemic communities, offline and online? Under what
circumstances will emotions no longer support the ethics of
knowledge? In what way is the epistemic relevance of emo-
tions problematic? When are emotions a source of privilege,
exclusion, and stereotype? What conceptual frameworks are
required to assess the emotions’ normative value concerning
epistemic communities and worlds-making? How to bring
together value objectivity with radical situatedness?

The special issue comprises eight papers that cover a
range of themes pertaining to the epistemic role of emotions
in social and collective settings. In “Epistemic Emotions
and Co-Inquiry: A situated Approach,” Laura Candiotto
advances a situated account of epistemic emotions by charg-
ing virtue epistemology of individualism and unworldliness.
She locates the epistemic role of emotions in collaborative
inquiry: emotions are not epistemic per se, but they can be
knowledge-conducive if embedded in a co-inquiry epis-
temic culture and scaffolded by habits of co-inquiry.

Sympathy has usually been taken as a contributing factor
to interpersonal understanding. In “Sympathy, Interpersonal
Awareness and Acknowledgment,” Moritz Mueller chal-
lenges this view by arguing that sympathy is a form of inter-
personal acknowledgment instead. It follows that sympathy
has a practical significance: a way of directly apprehend-
ing other sentient beings as they are. But understanding the
realities of others can be difficult, especially when emotions
are embedded in highly charged socio-political divergences.
Imke von Maur tackles this problem in her “The epistemic
value of affective disruptability” by addressing the inability
to think differently. Through an analysis of the reasons for
this inability, and in particular, by focusing on the habit-
ual dimension of emotions, she argues that emotions can
be a source of change if a pluralistic emotion repertoire is
cultivated.

José Araja and Simon Palacios, in “Stereotypes, Ingroup
Emotions and the inner predictive machinery of testimony,”
identify intergroup emotions as the source of stereotypes.
A detailed analysis of the reductionist/anti-reductionist
debate about testimonial justification suggests that the
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underlying monitoring mechanism amounts to emotion-
based stereotyping.

In “ProAna Worlds: Affectivity and Echo Chambers
Online,” Lucy Osler and Joel Krueger discuss the role of
affectivity in online sociality and its impact on worlds-mak-
ing. Specifically, they consider how Pro-Anorexia (ProAna)
websites help drive and maintain Anorexia Nervosa (AN)
practices. Emancipating from an individualist account of
AN, they stress the social and affective dimensions of Pro-
Ana communities and argue that they do not simply furnish
members with AN-related information but form ProAna
worlds. In short, online ProAna communities are “worlds”
with epistemic and affective significance for individuals.

In “Embodied Institutions and Epistemic Exclusions:
Affect in the Academy,” Millicent Churcher explores the
intersection between emotions, affect, social imaginaries,
and institutions through the lens of epistemic power in the
academy. She argues that attending this intersection is criti-
cal for a fuller understanding of how emotional dynamics
can assist to entrench, but also disrupt, asymmetries of epis-
temic privilege that cut across lines of race, sex, and other
markers of social difference. The issue of race is tackled by
Michelle Maiese as well in her “White Supremacy as an
Affective Milieu.” By employing the conceptual tools of
situated affectivity (specifically, affective arrangements and
milieu) together with an organicist account of habit, Maiese
discusses the workings of white supremacy in the United
States. Since racist habits are formed throughout learning
and ongoing affective engagement, she argues for a deep
entanglement of the emotional and epistemic dimensions in
affective milieus as cognitive habitats.

Matthew Crippen ends the special issue with a paper
titled “Emotional Environments: Selective Permeability,
Political Affordances and Normative Settings.” He intro-
duces the notion of “political affordances.” Through a rich
and multifaced engagement with different scenarios, Crip-
pen focuses on how affordances are values, and so they
implicitly filter and segregate according to various social
divisions. He points to the normative openings and closures
of cultural spaces and the role of affectivity in carving out
the social world.

Half of the papers collected in this special issue (Can-
diotto, Churcher, Mueller, Osler & Krueger, and von Maur)
have been presented and discussed in the international
workshop we organized on this topic at the Institute of
Philosophy of FU Berlin and supported by the Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation under the project “Bond: posi-
tive emotions for group cognition” in March 2021. This was
an enriching opportunity to discuss the social dimension of
the epistemology of emotion in a participatory and collab-
orative manner. We thank all the speakers, commentators,
and attendees of this workshop for their lively engagement.
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Also, we would like to thank some colleagues who contrib-
uted enormously to the debate, i.e., Michael Brady, Valeria
Bizzarri, Gen Eickers, Hichem Naar, Vasilis Politis, Jesse
Prinz, Gerhard Thonhauser, and Christiana Werner, although
without taking part to this special issue. Special thanks to
Paul Schuetze for helping us organize the workshop and Lia
Nordman for her expert support in language editing. The
other contributions (Araja & Palacios, Crippen, and Maiese)
were submitted to the journal independently of this work-
shop and through an international call-for-papers handled
by Topoi. We, therefore, thank Topoi’s editorial board for
their generous support in hosting our special issue. We also
thank several anonymous reviewers for their diligent work
that helped improve many of the contributions significantly.
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