Acknowledgments

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The study of the interplay between emotion and memory in a lifespan context
involves a mixture of perspectives. The study of emotion is a sophisticated research
enterprise on its own, as well as the study of memory. To integrate both wide-ranging fields
in a lifespan perspective was a challenging but also stimulating enterprise. Looking back on
this long way to complete my dissertation, I have numerous pleasant and hardly any
unpleasant recollections. That this is the case is due to a number of individuals to whom I
wish to express my gratitude.

First and foremost, I would like to thank my both advisors Prof. Paul B. Baltes and
Prof. Jacqui Smith. Paul Baltes was a source of terrific advice. His comments, whether they
regarded my dissertation, my career plans, or other matters, were consistently insightful. He
made me a lifespan psychologist (probably more than he is aware of). I wish to express my
special gratitude to Jacqui Smith for her company on part of my way to scientific expertise,
her thoughtful insights, and her guidance in the realization of my thesis. Her encouragement
in reading the early works by experimental psychologists shaped my thinking tremendously.
Above all else, she made me an “old school” experimental psychologist - in the good meaning
of the word.

The dissertation was conducted under the auspices of the Center for Lifespan
Psychology at the Max Planck Institute for Human Development and supported by a
graduate research fellowship in the Graduate Program “Neuropsychiatry and Psychology of
Aging” funded by the German Research Council [DFG 429/2]. The MPI was a place where I
constantly felt inspired by the intelligence and humanity surrounding me. Many people have
guided, helped, and laughed with (and sometimes at) me during the years at the MPI, and I
would like to thank them all for a great experience. I would like to express my gratitude to
my past roommates: Anna Kleinspehn, Antje Rauers, Florian Schmiedek, & Antje Stange. I
truly cannot imagine having gone through this process without them. Special credits goes to
Christina Rocke und Denis Gerstorf. They have suffered through this dissertation almost as
much as I have. I would like to thank Berndt Wischnewski and Werner Scholtysik for their
steady and friendly support in software and hardware inquiries. Taken as a whole, the MPI
will always remain dear to me.

I am also grateful to all past and current members of the BASE Project who have
accompanied and supported me through the years. I thank Kirsten Becker und Anita
Giinther for their assistance in recruitment. My special thanks goes to Nadine Pecenka for
her help in preparation of the studies and data collection. I would like to thank all
participants of the present studies for their willingness to take part in experimental studies.

I owe a huge debt of gratitude to my parents for their love and support throughout
my entire life.

Finally, this dissertation is dedicated to my greatest blessing, my wife Dana Kotter-
Griihn, the most loving person I've ever known. Thank you for being with me to persevere
during the bad times and celebrate the good times. Thank you for all your unconditional love
and understanding. A lifetime with you will always be too short.



