Acknowledgment

Acknowledgment
I would like to express my highest gratitude to Professor Dr. Hans Lehrach for
providing me the opportunity to carry out my Ph.D. program in his department at the
Max Planck Institute for Molecular Genetics. I am indebted to Professor Dr. Volker
Erdmann for being my adviser in Free University Berlin and being such a kind mentor
for my career guidance.
A special thank you goes to Dr. Michal Janitz, for inviting me to be here, for all his
supervision, discussion and supports on my Ph.D. program during these three and half
years, as well as the correction of this dissertation.
I would like to thank Hans-Jörg Warntz for his irreplaceable contribution of the
chromosome 21 clones, Dominique Vanhecke for her contribution of the siRNA
library, and Boris Greber and Claudia Falter for their translation of the
Zusammenfassung; also thank Andrea Fiebitz, Anna Guerasimova, Sabine Thamm,
and other members in my group for their technical supports on cell arrays, valuable
discussion on projects and their warmth on my numerous request for German
translation during my time in the lab; also thank Ilaria Piccini, Florian Wagner,
Jianping Liu and many people in and out of the institute for their reagent supply,
technical support and inspiring discussions.
I would like to thank Dr. Marie-Laure Yaspo for her financial support during the
writing of this dissertation, Ulrich Barenbrock, Johanna Belart and Anna Skotarczyk
for their administrative helps on my life here as a foreigner.
Finally, I want to express my deep appreciation to my families. My husband, Wei
Chen, his continous love, care and sweetness has made my life in the lab full of joy
and interests. In particular, his deep passion on science also inspired me with
confidence, patience and persistence to the research I was working on. My sister, only
your perseverance and belief in prosperous future, my parents and my parents-in-law,
only your continuous support over all these years enabled me to get this far.

126

