ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I express my deep sense of gratitude to Prof. (Dr.) Fritz G. Rathjen, for providing me the
opportunity to do my doctoral thesis under his guidance. His continuous encouragement,
unstinted support and keen sense of perfection have been an incessant source of
inspiration during the course of my work. His humbleness, inquisitiveness, knowledge,
willingness to discuss scientific project and perspective of looking into scientific problems,
has provided me with an asset that I will cherish in my future career.
I am very grateful to Dr. René Jüttner, for guiding me through the critical phase of the
project. His enthusiasm has been a continuous source of motivation during my project.
Exchange of scientific ideas and concepts has been most entertaining and intellectual with
Dr. Jüttner. Among others his constructive criticism and encouragement in low phases of
the project has been one of the major sources of success in my project.
Dr. Aleksei Babich, has been kind enough to provide me with the antibodies to the
cytoplasmic domain of CALEB. Dr. Armin Dörner, has been an excellent collaborator in
making post-synaptic density preparations of mouse brain. Dr. Margret Moré, had been
very kind to provide the CALEB knock-out mice. I am very thankful to Ms. Eva Rodriguez,
for being an excellent inspiration and for her valuable comments on improving my writing
skills. I thank Ms. Sussane Schäffer and Mr. Thomas Unsoeld for all their help and
support.
My special thanks to Mr. Rene Kolb, for providing technical help during the last part of my
thesis, when I could not manage writing the thesis and working in the lab at the same time.
Dr. Michael Koroll, Dr. Michael Schaffer, Dr. Ute Zacharias and Dr. Hannes Schimdt have
been good colleagues to discuss practical difficulties in the pursuit of solving scientific
problems. Their taste of making people comfortable to approach them for any discussion
has made me overcome my hesitancy
I record my indebtedness to Mrs. Mechthild Henning, Mrs. Hannelore Dreschler and Ms.
Madlen Driesner for all the technical help during my work. I would like to thank Mrs. Birgit
Cloos, who has helped me in walking through the formalities in bureaucracy.
4

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I thank all the rest of the members of Prof. Rathjen’s lab especially, for keeping the
working atmosphere healthy. I would also like to thank all my friends, who though do not
belong to our working group, have always been supportive in my work and for making my
stay in Berlin a pleasurable memory.
Above all I extend my profound gratefulness to my parents and my sister, who have
always stood by my side with their moral support and inspiration. This has played a vital
role from the beginning of work, without which I would not have been able to do, all that I
have done.

Debashish Das

5

