ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The present work was elaborated in the work group of Dr. Erich Lanka, whom I thank
for his trust into my skills and his encouragement for my work. Valuable inspirations
frequently emerged during discussions with Erich, who has the virtue to arouse one's
own ideas without imposing his own opinions. I also appreciated him giving me tasks I
wouldn't have dared to address myself to on my own, like the organization of the
scientific congress in September 2001 and the creation of the work group's web site.
Although these tasks meant additional work, the experience I gained from fulfilling
them is immeasurable.
I own my warmest thanks to my wife Lia Andes, who greatly supported me at all times.
With her devoted love she gave me the strength and the trust to carry on with the work
and to deal with whatsoever came across.
I also thank my collegues of the lab for their good team spirit and their contribution to a
nice working atmosphere: Franca Bläsing, Christian Rabel, Günter Ziegelin, Jan
Deneke, Stefan Ehrentraut, Marianne Schlicht - thank you.
I thank Prof. Wolfram Saenger and Prof. Walter Messer of the Free University of Berlin
for their willingness to appraise this thesis. I further thank Prof. Hans Lehrach for his
support and concern for my work.
I address my special thanks to Franca Bläsing, who is not only the most enjoyable
colleague I ever worked with, but was also willing to critically read my manuscripts
intended for publication or for the present thesis.
The work at the institute wouldn't have been as pleasant if there wasn't the Electron
Microscopy group of Dr. Rudi Lurz. I greatly appreciated the company of Rudi and of
Gerhild, with whom it was a pleasure to work with and to spend the time during the
breaks.
Last but not least, I am indebted to my parents Horst Schröder and Lieve Seré, who,
through their constant love and care, have prepared me most excellently for life. I also
thank my brother Holger Schröder for the most inspiring times we spent together.

93

