
 
 

Multidisciplinary 

structures and 

practices in Una Europa 

 

Interdepartmental centres 

• Including interdisciplinary hubs / research 

communities between departments and faculties 

• Including interdepartmental industrial research 

centres 

• Members of the structures 

• Parallel structure problem → management 

problems  

• Double affiliations 

• Faculty/department lead 

• Multitude of ways of contribution (grants, staff 

etc.) 

• Provide services 

• Strategic boards → communicate top-down 

initiatives for strategic areas of research  

Independent research institutes within university 

campuses  

• For example, The Institute of Geosciences (IGEO, 

UMC) and Consumer Research Centre (UH) 

• Attracts research groups and individuals 

• Independent management and research agendas 

• Possible double affiliation  

• Supportive organizational structures for networking 

etc.  

 

Interdepartmental initiatives 

• Aims, plans and agreements to strengthen strategic 

areas of research and objectives between 

disciplines and faculties 

• Promotion of multidisciplinary research themes 

top-down. 

• Part of other organizational structures  

Central research institutes 

• Combines different disciplines and expertise under 

one organization 

• May have a specific strategic research theme 

• Management practices vary  

• For example, Helsinki Institute for Social Sciences 

and Humanities (HSSH) 

• Multitude of activities and ways or organizing 

interdisciplinarity  

• Supportive organizational structures for 

networking, research and grants  

Graduate schools for interdisciplinarity  

• For example, East Asian studies etc.  

Competitive funding / funding allocation within 

universities 

• Funding instruments outside universities  

• Local funding calls, as in Madrid 

• Directed allocation within universities → in practice 

allocation to research centres.  

 

Joint centres between universities   

• A centre that has collaboration with several 

universities in research and education   

• For example, The Institute of Mathematical 

Sciences (ICMAT) 
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