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Preface 

When was the last time you talked about a paper that wasn’t yours? Or a study that 
you didn’t find to directly use in your research? What an absurd question you may 
think. After all, reading papers is the bread and butter of research. 

But think about it. In the fast-paced realm of academia, we often find ourselves 
mindlessly skimming through articles. Caught in a constant hunt for information we 
can directly utilize and cite in our papers. The luxury of time – to thoroughly engage 
with the different research streams in Information Systems (IS) – is a rarity in our 
packed schedules. Even more scarce are the opportunities to discuss them with 
peers, colleagues, and friends. 

Allowing ourselves this luxury, we founded the Information Systems Reading Club 
(ISRC) in June 2023. Every week, we discuss both the newly published and the 
timeless classics of IS research. As a result of the sessions in the past year, we 
have curated a reading list representing our journey. It includes full papers, essays, 
editorials, and even three books. Whether you are an IS expert or a curious 
newcomer, there is something in this list for you. 

We encourage you to grant yourself the luxury of exploring these papers, even if 
they may seem to go beyond your immediate research focus. 

– Arthur Kari 
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Critical IS 

• Cecez-Kecmanovic, D. (2011). Doing critical information systems research – arguments 
for a critical research methodology. European Journal of Information Systems, 20(4), 440–
455. https://doi.org/10.1057/ejis.2010.67 

• Christiansen, S. N., Bødker, M., Jensen, T. B., & Gudmand-Høyer, M. (2021). Exploring the 
Archive: A Problematization Lens for Conducting Critical IS Research. ICIS 2021 
Proceedings. ICIS 2021. 

• Nyman, S., Bødker, M., & Blegind Jensen, T. (2023). Reforming work patterns or 
negotiating workloads? Exploring alternative pathways for digital productivity assistants 
through a problematization lens. Journal of Information Technology, 02683962231181602. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/02683962231181602 

• Zimmer, M. P., Vassilakopoulou, P., Grisot, M., & Niemimaa, M. (2023). Criticality and 
Values in Digital Transformation Research: Insights from a Workshop. Communications of 
the Association for Information Systems, 53(1), 964–983. 
https://doi.org/10.17705/1CAIS.05341 

Digital Health 

• Connolly, R., Sanchez, O. P., Compeau, D., & Tacco, F. (2023). Understanding 
Engagement in Online Health Communities: A Trust-Based Perspective. Journal of the 
Association for Information Systems, 24(2), 345–378. https://doi.org/10.17705/1jais.00785 

• Gray, B., Briscoe, F., & Ferraro, C. D. (2023). The Technological Entrainment of Moral 
Issues: The Case of Genomic Data Markets. Academy of Management Journal, 66(4), 
1123–1151. https://doi.org/10.5465/amj.2019.1202 

• Mazzucato, M., & Roy, V. (2019). Rethinking value in health innovation: From mystifications 
towards prescriptions. Journal of Economic Policy Reform, 22(2), 101–119. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17487870.2018.1509712 

General Theory 

• Alvesson, M., & Sandberg, J. (2011). Generating Research Questions Through 
Problematization. Academy of Management Review, 36(2), 247–271. 
https://doi.org/10.5465/amr.2009.0188 

• Avgerou, C. (2019). Contextual Explanation: Alternative Approaches and Persistent 
Challenges. MIS Quarterly, 43(3), 977–1006. https://doi.org/10.25300/MISQ/2019/13990 

• Ciriello, R., & Thatcher, J. B. (2023). Six Inversion Strategies for Avoiding Rejection in 
Academic Publishing: Lessons from the IS Discipline. Communications of the Association 
for Information Systems, 53(1), 458–474. https://doi.org/10.17705/1CAIS.05319 

• Díaz Andrade, A., Tarafdar, M., Davison, R. M., Hardin, A., Techatassanasoontorn, A. A., 
Lowry, P. B., Chatterjee, S., & Schwabe, G. (2023). The importance of theory at the 
Information Systems Journal. Information Systems Journal, 33(4), 693–702. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12437 

• Thatcher, S. M. B., & Fisher, G. (2022). From the Editors—The Nuts and Bolts of Writing a 
Theory Paper: A Practical Guide to Getting Started. Academy of Management Review, 
47(1), 1–8. https://doi.org/10.5465/amr.2021.0483 

• Weber, R. (2012). Evaluating and Developing Theories in the Information Systems 
Discipline. Journal of the Association for Information Systems, 13(1), 1–30. 
https://doi.org/10.17705/1jais.00284 
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Green IS 

• Harnischmacher, C., Herrenkind, B., & Weilbier, L. (2020). Yesterday, Today, and 
Tomorrow-Perspectives on Green Information Systems Research Streams. ECIS 2020 
Proceedings. ECIS 2020. 

• Kotlarsky, J., Oshri, I., & Sekulic, N. (2023). Digital Sustainability in Information Systems 
Research: Conceptual Foundations and Future Directions. Journal of the Association for 
Information Systems, 24(4), 936–952. https://doi.org/10.17705/1jais.00825 

Institutional Theory 

• Faik, I., Barrett, M., & Oborn, E. (2020). How Information Technology Matters in Societal 
Change: An Affordance-Based Institutional Perspective. MIS Quarterly, 44(3), 1359–1390. 
https://doi.org/10.25300/MISQ/2020/14193 

• Gegenhuber, T., Logue, D., Hinings, C. R. (Bob), & Barrett, M. (2022). Institutional 
Perspectives on Digital Transformation. In Research in the Sociology of Organizations (pp. 
1–32). Emerald Publishing Limited. https://doi.org/10.1108/S0733-558X20220000083001 

• Schildt, H. (2022). The Institutional Logic of Digitalization. In Research in the Sociology of 
Organizations (pp. 235–251). Emerald Publishing Limited. https://doi.org/10.1108/S0733-
558X20220000083010 

• Scott, W. R. (2014). Institutions and organizations: Ideas, interests and identities (Fourth 
edition). Sage. 

• Zilber, T. B., & Goodman, Y. C. (2021). Technology in the time of corona: A critical 
institutional reading. Information and Organization, 31(1), 100342. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2021.100342 

Methodology 

• Boell, S. K., & Cecez-Kecmanovic, D. (2014). A Hermeneutic Approach for Conducting 
Literature Reviews and Literature Searches. Communications of the Association for 
Information Systems, 34. https://doi.org/10.17705/1CAIS.03412 

• Gioia, D. A., Corley, K. G., & Hamilton, A. L. (2013). Seeking Qualitative Rigor in Inductive 
Research: Notes on the Gioia Methodology. Organizational Research Methods, 16(1), 15–
31. https://doi.org/10.1177/1094428112452151 

• Klein, H. K., & Myers, M. D. (1999). A Set of Principles for Conducting and Evaluating 
Interpretive Field Studies in Information Systems. MIS Quarterly, 23(1), 67. 
https://doi.org/10.2307/249410 

• Reis, L., Maier, C., & Weitzel, T. (2022). Mixed-Methods in Information Systems Research: 
Status Quo, Core Concepts, and Future Research Implications. Communications of the 
Association for Information Systems, 51(1), 95–119. https://doi.org/10.17705/1CAIS.05106 

• Sarker, S., Xiao, X., Beaulieu, T., & Lee, A. S. (2018). Learning from First-Generation 
Qualitative Approaches in the IS Discipline: An Evolutionary View and Some Implications 
for Authors and Evaluators (PART 1/2). Journal of the Association for Information Systems, 
19, 752–774. https://doi.org/10.17705/1jais.00508 

• Wagner, E. L., & Kandathil, G. M. (2016). Narrative Methodologies In Information Systems 
Literature: Illuminating Interconnectivity And Change Over Time. Communications of the 
Association for Information Systems, 39, 397–418. https://doi.org/10.17705/1CAIS.03919 
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Networks, Platforms & Ecosystems 

• Barrett, M., Oborn, E., & Orlikowski, W. (2016). Creating Value in Online Communities: The 
Sociomaterial Configuring of Strategy, Platform, and Stakeholder Engagement. Information 
Systems Research, 27(4), 704–723. https://doi.org/10.1287/isre.2016.0648 

• Gleiss, A., Degen, K., & Pousttchi, K. (2023). Identifying the patterns: Towards a 
systematic approach to digital platform regulation. Journal of Information Technology, 
38(2), 180–201. https://doi.org/10.1177/02683962221146803 

• Harracá, M., Castelló, I., & Gawer, A. (2023). How Digital Platforms Organize Immaturity: A 
Sociosymbolic Framework of Platform Power. Business Ethics Quarterly, 33(3), 440–472. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/beq.2022.40 

• Hurni, T., Huber, T. L., & Dibbern, J. (2022). Power dynamics in software platform 
ecosystems. Information Systems Journal, 32(2), 310–343. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12356 

• Schreieck, M., Wiesche, M., & Krcmar, H. (2022). From Product Platform Ecosystem to 
Innovation Platform Ecosystem: An Institutional Perspective on the Governance of 
Ecosystem Transformations. Journal of the Association for Information Systems, 23(6), 
1354–1385. https://doi.org/10.17705/1jais.00764 

• Schultze, U., & Bhappu, A. D. (2022). Examining the Viability of Organization-Sponsored 
Sharing Platforms. Journal of the Association for Information Systems, 23(4), 889–912. 
https://doi.org/10.17705/1jais.00746 

• Steen, J., DeFillippi, R., Sydow, J., Pryke, S., & Michelfelder, I. (2018). Projects and 
Networks: Understanding Resource Flows and Governance of Temporary Organizations 
with Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods. Project Management Journal, 49(2), 
3–17. https://doi.org/10.1177/875697281804900201 

• Sydow, J., & Auschra, C. (2022). Netzwerke, Plattformen und Ökosysteme: 
Organisationstheoretische Klärungen. KZfSS Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und 
Sozialpsychologie, 74(S1), 35–57. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11577-022-00827-6 

Organizational Theory 

• Haveman, H. A. (2022). The Power of Organizations: A New Approach to Organizational 
Theory. Princeton University Press. 

• Pentland, B. T., & Feldman, M. S. (2008). Designing routines: On the folly of designing 
artifacts, while hoping for patterns of action. Information and Organization, 18(4), 235–250. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.infoandorg.2008.08.001 

• Pfeffer, J., & Salancik, G. R. (2003). The external control of organizations: A resource 
dependence perspective. Stanford Business Books. 

Practice Theory 

• Lanamäki, A., Väyrynen, K., Laari-Salmela, S., & Kinnula, M. (2020). Examining relational 
digital transformation through the unfolding of local practices of the Finnish taxi industry. 
The Journal of Strategic Information Systems, 29(3), 101622. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsis.2020.101622 

• Senyo, P. K., Karanasios, S., Gozman, D., & Baba, M. (2022). FinTech ecosystem 
practices shaping financial inclusion: The case of mobile money in Ghana. European 
Journal of Information Systems, 31(1), 112–127. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/0960085X.2021.1978342 
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• Tsoukas, H. (2018). Practice Theory: What It Is, Its Philosophical Base, and What It Offers 
Organization Studies Jörgen Sandberg and Haridimos Tsoukas. In Philosophical 
Organization Theory (pp. 363–383). Oxford University Press. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198794547.003.0013 

Sociomaterialism 

• Orlikowski, W. J., & Scott, S. V. (2023). The Digital Undertow and Institutional 
Displacement: A Sociomaterial Approach. Organization Theory, 4(2), 
26317877231180896. https://doi.org/10.1177/26317877231180898 

• Ostern, N. K., & Rosemann, M. (2021). A Framework for Digital Affordances. ECIS 2021 
Proceedings. ECIS 2021. 

Other 

• Amarilli, F., Van Den Hooff, B., & Van Vliet, M. (2023). Business-IT alignment as a 
coevolution process: An empirical study. The Journal of Strategic Information Systems, 
32(2), 101776. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsis.2023.101776 

• Baiyere, A., Grover, V., Lyytinen, K. J., Woerner, S., & Gupta, A. (2023). Digital “x”—
Charting a Path for Digital-Themed Research. Information Systems Research, 34(2), 463–
486. https://doi.org/10.1287/isre.2022.1186 

• Jetzek, T., Avital, M., & Bjorn-Andersen, N. (2019). The Sustainable Value of Open 
Government Data. Journal of the Association for Information Systems, 702–734. 
https://doi.org/10.17705/1jais.00549 

• Lehmann, J., Recker, J., Yoo, Y., & Rosenkranz, C. (2022). Designing Digital Market 
Offerings: How Digital Ventures Navigate the Tension Between Generative Digital 
Technology and the Current Environment. MIS Quarterly, 45(3), 1453–1482. 
https://doi.org/10.25300/MISQ/2022/16026 

• Sambasivan, N., Kapania, S., Highfill, H., Akrong, D., Paritosh, P., & Aroyo, L. M. (2021). 
“Everyone wants to do the model work, not the data work”: Data Cascades in High-Stakes 
AI. Proceedings of the 2021 CHI Conference on Human Factors in Computing Systems, 1–
15. https://doi.org/10.1145/3411764.3445518 

• Vargo, S. L., & Lusch, R. F. (2004). Evolving to a New Dominant Logic for Marketing. 
Journal of Marketing, 68(1), 1–17. https://doi.org/10.1509/jmkg.68.1.1.24036 
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