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“The balance of  nature“ does not exist, and perhaps 
has never existed. The numbers of wild animals are 
constantly varying to a greater or less extend, and 
the variations are usually irregular in period and 

always irregular in amplitude. Each variation in the 
numbers of one species causes direct and indirect 

repercussions on the numbers of the others, and 
since many of the latter are themselves 

independently varying in numbers, the resultant 
confusion is remarkable. 

 
 

— Charles Elton (1930) 
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