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Foreword

The exhiWdi ti ®nsweet to thosBhede WwWawves nof t he writer St e
experienc®ooteist against Vit as@&ed agrdecfyer t o t he Butch |
Wai s dedicated to the humaniinstte rapnrddtpaatgiieahagoefs) from cl| as
Desiderius Erds$m@693 , ( eowiwab£€6 Gannttii qui ty. Hi s interpretatiotr
wri thwmlgsse bel | u(im 5IneQupaemdlial iterary forms such as the es:s
pac(ils517) were published fiVThaeh&tndnetl ybankeagoftienne

de |l a Montaigne carried for we
fErasmus, the conquered, hasxgarersesd omi ff d mal etpeernedent t h
bel ow because he broke traildr duwnghtheabvoutl di motfellli & cetruwaluraer
for humanistic ideals. I't ifsram rhdlIm gnvieo wswvea uthh osr isti impd east
of thoughts, and this most emldiyg mtge mmenth.ought s,
namely, that it is mankind's highest duty to seek to
become humaner, more spiritQ@iavi,c aemddud aatcireemsdamdlpol i ti cal
capable of sympathetic, of amd runiuwadr, s iutnides s¢haanldli nlge c o
[ .. .] Schiller gavce ttihzee nnsehsippaigaec iod| ewsiCrdilfd war @ lo@wfbhaP e ade
poetic dress; Kant demandedNetviearn &)sbhi gt pemaseon t he Hi s
again and again, down to t hRediaytga wvéde Vol c¢ otyo t@me human
now with Gandhi and Romain Rppgddmewdt,s tchfi samsyamear, for exsza
i deal has been reiterated wRdtht drodgdam adnd oDrc.e, Alalmar tt hS&c h
spirit of understanding has c¢claimed its ethical and
mor al rights as a dauwntodr bl @Gbsrti s¢toi arheBearltuddl f / Domi ni que
authority and violence. Gandhi I nformation Center

(St ef anErZavemwys of . RbewekVdaki Gandhior maentonsm e. V. )
1934. pp. 245f .)






This is one of the finest
of proverbs and is
widely used in
literature ...

From Pindar we have:

“War is sweet for those
who have not tried it,
but anyone who knows
what it is is horrified
beyond measure if he
meets it in his heart.”

Vroesenpark, Gouda
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Antipolemus: Against War
London, 1794
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In the first place, what is there
in the whole world bhetter and
sweeter than friendship?
Absolutely nothing.

But what is peace if not
friendship among many people?

Conversely, war is likewise
nothing but hatred between
large numbers.

Erasmus Epitaph, Basel Minster




Erasmus of Rotterdam
Hans Holbein the Younger, 1538
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| have no doubt that Pythagoras, wisest of
men, foresaw this when he sought by his
philosophical teaching to deter the inexperienced
multitude from slaughtering flocks.

He could see that someone who, without any
provocation or injury, was accustomed to
shedding the blood of harmless animals, would
not hesitate to kill a man when angry or roused
by insults.

What is war anyway but murder and brigandage
committed by many, all the more criminal
because it is more widespread?

Erasmus House Anderlecht (Brussels)
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Prisoners of all nations (1526)
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Desiderius Erasmus
Grotekerkple

Rotterdam
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In times of peace it is just as if a
fresh spring sun has begun to shine on
human affairs; fields are cultivated,
gardens turn green, flocks graze
contentedly, farms are established and
towns rise, fallen buildings are
restored, others ornamented and
enlarged, wealth increases, pleasures
are nurtured, law is in repute,
statecraft flourishes, religion is fervent,
justice reigns, goodwill prevails,
artisans practice their crafts with skill,
the earnings of the poor are greater
and the opulence of the rich more
splendid. The study of the most noble
subjects thrives, youth is educated, old
age enjoys a peaceful leisure, girls are
happily married ...
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Desiderius Erasmus
Hans Holbein the Younger
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