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Foreword 

 

The exhibition “War is sweet to those who have no 

experience of it ...” - Protest against Violence and 

War is dedicated to the humanist and pacifist 

Desiderius Erasmus (c. 1466-1536), whose anti-war 

writings Dulce bellum inexpertis (1515) and Querela 

pacis (1517) were published five hundred years ago. 

 

“Erasmus, the conquered, has earned his fame here 

below because he broke trail in the world of literature 

for humanistic ideals. It is to him we owe this simplest 

of thoughts, and this most undying of thoughts, 

namely, that it is mankind's highest duty to seek to 

become humaner, more spiritual, and increasingly 

capable of sympathetic, of spiritual, understanding. 

[...] Schiller gave the message of world-citizenship a 

poetic dress; Kant demanded everlasting peace; 

again and again, down to the days of Tolstoy, and 

now with Gandhi and Romain Rolland, this same 

ideal has been reiterated with logical force, and the 

spirit of understanding has claimed its ethical and 

moral rights as a counterblast to the club-law of 

authority and violence.” 

(Stefan Zweig: Erasmus of Rotterdam. New York: 

1934. pp. 245f.) 

 

 

These words of the writer Stefan Zweig on 

“Erasmus’s Legacy” refer to the Dutch philosopher’s 

interpretation of Adagia (adages) from classical 

antiquity. His interpretation established the modern 

literary forms such as the essay and the polemic.  

The French thinkers Étienne de la Boétie and Michel 

de la Montaigne carried forward this creative 

expression of independent thought. In so doing, they 

brought about intellectual and spiritual emancipation 

from religious authorities and engendered critical 

enlightenment. 

 

Civic education and political philosophy at schools 

and universities shall be committed to the ethical 

principles of a global “Culture of Peace” (United 

Nations). Our Exhibitions on the History of Nonviolent 

Resistance give voice to the humanists and 

opponents of any war, for example Erasmus of 

Rotterdam and Dr. Albert Schweitzer. 

 

Christian Bartolf / Dominique Miething 

Gandhi Information Center 

(Gandhi-Informations-Zentrum e.V.) 
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