
Chapter 3

Abstraction and Restriction Techniques

The number of vertices of a state-transition graph of a larger QDE tends to explode as dis-
cussed in section 2.2.4 (p. 36). In this chapter I present several new methods to improve
reasoning with such model ensembles. I define meaningful abstractions and subgraphs of the
state-transition graph and restrict the model ensemble by including additional assumptions
which cannot be expressed by a monotonic landmark ensemble. I develop algorithms to use
these methods in practice.

For the first strategy the generic graph theoretical definition of abstraction techniques as
supplied in section 2.2.4 is used. Graph theoretical versions of viable and invariant sets as
introduced in section 2.4 (p. 45) are formulated to define subgraphs of interest. The so called
no-return set appears as a new and useful concept which is associated with the notion of irre-
versibility. It turns out that there is a close relationship to strongly connected components, a
well-known concept in graph theory. This is helpful to derive appropriate algorithms and to
clarify the structure of a no-return abstraction. It can be tested in which regions of the quali-
tative state space the model respects certain specifications, even if the state-transition graph
is too large to be visualised effectively. Then I analyse how the new abstraction technique
can be combined with established ones.

For the second strategy, I posit restrictions of the space of admissible trajectories æ and
the model ensemble Î in the sense defined in section 2.1 (p. 17). This idea is a guiding
principle for the rest of the chapter. At first, æ is restricted, which results in the elimination
of edges representing unprobable marginal cases. Then, Î is restricted by assumptions
which cannot be expressed as a monotonic landmark ensemble, but still keep the model
ensemble infinite, covering a broad set of functional relationships: in addition to requiring
a sign matrix WcL 9 `ÉÕ�Ï·Õ Ò ÙØÙ�< , knowledge on the order of the coefficients of the Jacobian is
used in the sense that for indices 07Ö21½Ö�� Ö�ú assumptions hold like ��"�Ïw ¦Õ Ò Ù°& ���tÏ#û�Õ Ò Ù . Finally,
I further restrict Î by prescribing quantitative intervals �  �X " such that ��"�Ïw AÕ Ò Ù Ð �  �X " . Here,
QDEs are combined with differential inclusions (cf. section 2.3, p. 42). The concept of an
absorption basin and the viability algorithm (cf. section 2.4, p. 45) are central to determine
the conditions under which one qualitative state is the successor of another one.
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52 Abstraction and Restriction Techniques

3.1 No-Return Abstraction

Abstraction techniques can be used to simplify a large state-transition graph. Recall that an
abstracted state-transition graph � is determined from a family of disjoined subgraphs which
cover � . Two important examples, chatter-box abstraction and projection, were introduced
in section 2.2.4 (p. 36). The disjoined subgraphs can be displayed as clusters in � , or as a
new graph " where each vertex corresponds to a subgraph, and edges are inherited from � .

In this section I introduce several new types of subgraphs which are meaningful in the
context of sustainability science. Simply speaking, all of them are related to the notion of
irreversibility in some sense: For example, if a region of the state or velocity space of a
system is valued as problematic, the modeller wants to know whether the systems persists
there once it is attained. Problems of this kind are closely related to the concepts from
viability theory as introduced in section 2.4 (p. 45).

The basic ideas of this work appeared in Eisenack and Petschel-Held (2002), and are
extended in this thesis. The main challenge is that the characterisation of the subgraphs
exhibiting irreversible structures is not sufficient for their use as abstraction techniques –
usually, they are not disjoined. Thus, further relations between these structures have to be
investigated to develop an applicable method, the no-return abstraction. I show that it can be
computed by combining well-known algorithms from graph theory related to reachability and
connected components (e.g. Behzad et al. 1979). Finally, I explore how this new technique
interferes with projection and chatter-box abstraction.

3.1.1 Characterisation of Subgraphs

Irreversibility is closely related to reachability: a system shifts from one region of the state
space to another irreversibly if the former region cannot be reached from the latter. The
system resides in a region forever if no state outside this region is reachable from inside it. In
the following, � always denotes a state-transition graph. Reachability of a state � Ð

�
Õ�� Ù

from another state o Ð
�
Õ�� Ù is expressed as the existence of a path oÄÖrùrù+ù+Ö�� . Hence, the

basic tool in this section is the set-valued successor map �%Ú
�
Õ�� Ù . �

Õ�� ÙpÖ�o . �2Õ o Ù .
By � E Õ o Ù we denote the set of successors of vertex o in the transitive closure � E of � . The
vertex � Ðd� E Õ o Ù if and only if there is a path oÄÖrùrùrùlÖ�� . Recall that a state-transition graph
is loop free (cf. section 2.2, p. 20), and therefore it is not generally true that o Ð(� E Õ oÌÙ .

The relation between paths in � and solutions of a monotonic landmark ensemble
Î Õ ö·Ö0èËÙ should be kept in mind here. As shown in section 2.2 (p. 20), the existence of a
path in � with length greater than two does not imply the existence of a solution of Î Õ ö�ÖxèËÙ
which has this path as landmark abstraction. On the other hand we know that if � is not
reachable from o , i.e. � �ÐD� E Õ o Ù , there is no corresponding solution.

We now introduce the basic types of sets � ä
�
Õ�� Ù which will be investigated in this

section. Let � be a state-transition graph of a monotonic landmark ensemble Î Õ ö�ÖxèËÙ .
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DEFINITION 18: A set � ä
�
Õ�� Ù is

1. Viable, if for all oAì Ð��
õ path oAìtÖ+ùrùrù+Ö�o " Örùrùrù in �}ö 0_� ëcÚ o "XÐ��

or õ path oAìtÖ+ùrùrù+Ö�o v in �%Ú��2Õ o v Ù�ÓO and ö 0�Ó ë Ö+ùrùrù+Ö u÷Ú o "XÐ�� ù
2. Invariant, if for all oAì Ð��

ö paths oAì+ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o " Örùrùrù in � Ö�0�� ëcÚ o "XÐ�� ù
3. No-return, if for all oAì Ð��

ö paths oAì+ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o v Örùrù+ùlÖ�o " in � with o v4Ð���� Ö�0±� u÷Ú o "XÐ���� ù
In a viable set a path starts from every vertex which remains in the set. Invariant sets corre-
spond to regions in the phase space which cannot be left once they are entered, and no-return
sets cannot be re-entered once they have been left. In the context of sustainability science,
invariant sets correspond to robust facts under uncertainty or generality. Since there is no
edge leaving an invariant set, no model of the ensemble Î Õ ö·Öxè<Ù has a solution leaving
the associated region in the state and velocity space (i.e. every ODE with a Marchaud-map
ÏßÐ Î Õ ö�ÖxèËÙ as right-hand side has an invariance domain). In contrast, no-return sets cor-
respond to a fragile configuration of states and velocities: Since there is no re-entering path,
no solution of Î Õ ö·Öxè<Ù re-enters the region. A negative consequence holds for viable sets.
If � is not viable, there are vertices in � where all successors are outside � , i.e. there is a
region in the state and velocity space where any solution of Î Õ ö�ÖxèËÙ (supposing it does not
have a constant qualitative value) necessarily leaves this region – a problematic situation if
such a region is valued as positive.

To find such sets in the state transition graph and to improve our understanding of these
concepts, we provide further characterisation in the following propositions. They also make
the connection to viability theory more clear and prepare for the development of efficient
algorithms.

PROPOSITION 16: A set � ä
�
Õ�� Ù is viable iff the following criterion holds:

ö o Ð�� Ú��2Õ o Ùc� �ÓPÓO or �2Õ o Ù°ÓCcù
PROOF: First, choose o Ð�� . If ��Õ o Ù�Ó¸ , the criterion obviously holds. Otherwise, there
is a path oÄÖ��<Örùrùrù in � , since � is viable. Thus, � ÐD�2Õ o Ù!� � .

Now, let � fulfil the criterion and choose o ì Ðü� . If �2Õ o¦ìpÙnÓ4 , it is obviously an element
of a viable set. Otherwise, we can choose one o ê ÐD�2Õ oAìpÙ with o ê Ð�� . This can be repeated
infinitely or until some �2Õ o v Ù°Ó� . Thus, � is a viable set. �
As discussed above, viable sets can only be used in a negative sense. In practice large state-
transition graphs have viable sets comprising most vertices of � , making this structure not
very distinctive. Viable sets were introduced here for sake of completeness and will not be
considered further. This could be different if strong restriction techniques to eliminate edges
are used before computing viable sets. In contrast, invariant sets, which are characterised
now, will be more helpful.
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PROPOSITION 17: If � ä
�
Õ�� Ù is an invariant set, this is equivalent to each of the following

conditions:

(i) ö o Ð
�
Õ�� Ù Ú���Õ o Ù ä �

(ii) w Õ�� Ù°Ó � , where w Ú
�
Õ�� Ù . �

Õ�� Ù�Ö�o . w Õ oÌÙ Ú Ó � E Õ o Ù£ý´ò#o ø .

Moreover, the set-valued map w has the following properties:

1. For all � ä
�
Õ�� Ù ÚU� ä w Õ�� Ù , i.e. w is extensive.

2. For all èÃÖ � ä
�
Õ�� ÙpÖxè ä � Ú w Õ è<Ù ä w Õ�� Ù , i.e. w is monotone.

3. For all � ä
�
Õ�� Ù Ú w Õ w Õ�� Ù7Ù·Ó�w Õ�� Ù , i.e. w is idempotent.

The properties of w will be useful for various proofs in this section. As � is loop free, it
holds for all o Ð

�
Õ�� Ù that oÚ�Ð��2Õ o Ù , but o Ð w Õ o Ù . If � Ð w Õ o Ù then � Ó®o or there is a

path from o to � in � .

PROOF: We begin with the properties of w .
The map is extensive by definition.
If è äC� , choose � Ð�� E Õ è<Ù . Then there is a path o#Ö+ùrùrùpÖ�� with o Ð è . Since also o Ð�� ,
we have � Ð(� E Õ�� Ù , and w is monotone.
It holds for every set-valued map

, Ú ÜO. Ü and üËÖxþ äÀÜ that
, Õ üãýnþ Ù�Ó , Õ ü�Ùlý , Õ þãÙ .

For the successor map � E it holds that � E Õ#� E Õ�� ÙØÙ äC� E Õ�� Ù , since it operates on the transitive
closure of � . Thus,w Õ w Õ�� ÙØÙ°Ó�w Õ#� E Õ�� Ù£ý � Ù°Ó � E r � E Õ�� Ù£ý � s)ý r � E Õ�� Ù£ý � sÓ � E Õ$� E Õ�� Ù7Ù£ý � E Õ�� Ù�ý � E Õ�� Ù£ý � Ó � E Õ�� Ù£ý � ÓTw Õ�� ÙpÖ
and w is idempotent.

Equivalence to condition (i): Choose o Ð¸� , � invariant. If �2Õ o ÙÓ+ , the condition is
met. Otherwise, select an arbitrary � Ð��2Õ o Ù . Since � is invariant, it holds that � ÐO� ,
i.e. �2Õ o Ù ä�� .
Let � fulfil the condition. If some o "ËÐ÷� , then all o "Jà ê Ð��2Õ o " Ù äñ� . Thus, all paths
starting from an oAì Ð�� remain in this set – it is invariant.

Equivalence to condition (ii): Let � be invariant. Since w is expansive, only w Õ�� Ù ä�� has
to be shown. If we choose � Ð w Õ�� Ù , there is a path oÄÖrù+ùrù+Ö�� with o Ð�� . Due to invariance,
also � Ð�� .
Let � Ó�w Õ�� Ù , take oAì Ð�� and an arbitrary path oAìtÖrùrùrùlÖ�o " Örùrùrù in � . Since ö 0@� ëNÚ o "�Ðw Õ oAì�Ù ä w Õ�� Ù°Ó � , the set is invariant. �
The notion of an invariant set can be used to further describe no-return sets (a further relation
between both types of sets will be shown below):

PROPOSITION 18: A set � ä
�
Õ�� Ù is a no-return set iff w Õ�� Ù!� � � is invariant.
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PROOF: First, let � be a no-return set. Choose o v Ð w Õ�� Ù�� � � . Then there is a patho¦ìrÖrùrù+ù+Ö�o v in � with oAì Ðc� . Since o v �ÐO� and � is a no-return set, it holds for every
continued path oAìrÖrù+ùrù+Ö�o v ÖrùrùrùpÖ�o " that ö 0�� u Ú o "�ÐÚ� � . Consequently, o "�Ð w Õ�� ÙN� � � ,
such that w Õ�� Ù�� � � is invariant.

Now, let w Õ�� Ù�� � � be invariant. Choose o ì Ð«� . If there is no path leaving � , it is
already a no-return set. Otherwise, there is some o v Ð w Õ�� Ù�� � � with o¦ìtÖrùrùrùlÖ�o v a path
in � . Then, due to invariance, it holds for all continued paths o9ìrÖrùrùrùlÖ�o v Örù+ùrùlÖ�o " Örùrùrù that
ö 0±� u Ú o "XÐ w Õ�� Ù!� � � ä � � , and � is a no-return set. �
3.1.2 Computing Invariant Sets and the No-Return Abstraction

Invariant sets need to be computed and displayed efficiently if they are to be exploited in
applications from sustainability science. Moreover, we would like to integrate them into the
generic definition of abstraction techniques as introduced in section 2.2.4 (p. 36) – requiring
a disjoined family of subgraphs. In this section we will see important obstacles to this task –
although the family of all invariant sets of a state-transition graph has a very regular structure.
I show that no-return sets and connected components play the decisive role to overcome
them.

At first we investigate the structure of the family of all invariant sets of a state-transition
graph. Recall that for an arbitrary set Ü , a family of sets � äóñ®Õ�Ü Ù , ordered by inclusion
ä , is a set lattice if for all üËÖxþ Ð(� the supremum üßýÈþ Ð(� and the infimum üd�»þ Ð(�
(see, e.g. Davey and Priestley 1990).

PROPOSITION 19: The family � of all invariant sets of � is a finite set lattice.

PROOF: Let è�Ö � Ð(� . Since è and � are invariant, PROP. 17 yieldsw Õ èíý � Ù°Ó�w Õ èËÙ£ý�w Õ�� Ù°Ó�èíý � Ö
such that also èíý � is invariant by PROP. 17.
It holds for every set-valued map

, Ú½ÜO. Ü and ü<Öxþ äÀÜ that
, Õ ü��nþ Ù ä , Õ ü�Ù�� , Õ þ Ù .

Since è and � are invariant and w is extensive, we can use PROP. 17 (p. 54) again to see that

è�� � ä w Õ è�� � Ù ä w Õ è<Ùc��w Õ�� Ù°Ó�è�� � Ö
and èC� � is invariant. �
Furthermore, this lattice can be constructed from simple invariant sets of the form w Õ o Ù which
are the atoms of � :

PROPOSITION 20: For all o Ð
�
Õ�� Ù , w Õ o Ù is an invariant set.

For all invariant sets � of � , � ÓB�£t� p w Õ o Ùpù



56 Abstraction and Restriction Techniques

PROOF: The set w Õ o Ù is invariant by PROP. 17 (p. 54) since w is idempotent.
By definition, o Ð w Õ o Ù , and thus � äT� £t� p w Õ o Ù .
Now choose � Ð � £t� p w Õ o Ù . Then there is a o Ð�� Ú � Ð w Õ oÌÙ , i.e. �ÛÓ�o or there is a pathoÄÖrùrùrùpÖ�� . Since � is invariant, also � Ð�� , and � £�� p w Õ oÌÙ ä � . �
This situation seems comfortable at first, as w can be easily obtained from the transitive
closure of � for which various efficient algorithms are well-known. However, the sets w Õ o Ù
have a nested structure:

PROPOSITION 21: Let oÄÖ�� Ð
�
Õ�� Ù . Then w Õ ��Ù ä w Õ o Ù iff ocÓ � or there is a path oÄÖrùrù+ùlÖ��

in � .

PROOF: If � Ð w Õ ��Ù ä w Õ o Ù , then �éÓCo or there is a path oÄÖrùrù+ù+Ö�� .
Suppose there is a path oÄÖrùrùrùlÖ�� , then � Ð w Õ o Ù . Since w is monotone and idempotent, we
conclude that w Õ ��Ù ä w Õ w Õ o ÙØÙ°Ó�w Õ o Ù . �
This makes it impossible to compute an abstracted state-transition graph (cf. DEF. 8, p. 37)
directly from the invariant sets, since this needs disjoined subgraphs. To display all invariant
sets of a state-transition graph, we would lose the overview due to the variety of nested
clusters. Moreover, invariant sets need not be connected, e.g. if there is no path betweenoÄÖ�� Ð

�
Õ�� Ù and � Ó�w Õ o Ù°ý�w Õ ��Ù . The basic idea for the solution of this problem lies

in the following proposition which draws a new connection between invariant sets and no-
return sets. I will go on to show that there is a “basis” of disjoined no-return sets from which
all invariant sets can be constructed in a unique way.

PROPOSITION 22: Let � Ð�� be an invariant set, and � ê Örùrù+ùlÖ � â Ðn� the family of all
invariant sets �§ with �� �� � . Then,

þ�p Ú Ó �oR � �Z ê X\[\[\[ X â �§ 
is a no-return set.

PROOF: Choose o ì Ð þ1p and a path oAìrÖrùrù+ù+Ö�o v Ö+ùrùrùpÖ�o " Örùrùrù with o v �Ð þ�p (if there is no
such path, þ1p is a no-return set obviously). Since also o½ì Ð�� , due to invariance o vÿÐý� ,
and therefore o víÐ �  �Z ê X\[\[\[ X â �� , i.e. there is one 1 such that o v4Ð-�§ . Since �� is invariant,
ö 0±� u Ú o "�Ð-�§  � þ1p . Therefore, þ¡p is a no-return set. �
In other words, we obtain a no-return set by taking an invariant set and eliminating all in-
cluded invariant sets. When this proposition is applied to the basic invariant sets w Õ o Ù , we
obtain a family of no-return sets with stronger properties as building blocks for the no-return
abstraction:

PROPOSITION 23: For o Ð
�
Õ�� Ù define

þ £�Ú Ó�w Õ o Ù R �¢ » ½>£¢ »�¤¦¥ ¿�ÀÂÄ �� ù
Then, o Ð þ £ and þ £ is a single vertex or is strongly connected.
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PROOF: Suppose, that o��Ð þ £ . Since o Ð w Õ o Ù , there would be a �§ ËÐW� with �§ §� w Õ oÌÙ
and o Ð��� . Hence, since w is monotone and �² is invariant, this would imply thatw Õ oÌÙ ä w Õ��� Ù°Ó �� �� w Õ oÌÙ�Ö
which is a contradiction. Therefore, o Ð þ £ .
If ô þ £úô � Ü , take � Ð þ £ Ö�� PÓ¸o . As � is also an element of w Õ oÌÙ , there is a path oÄÖrù+ùrùlÖ�� .
Supposing there is no path �<ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o , then from PROP. 21 (p. 56) we yield the contradiction
that w Õ o Ù � w Õ ��Ù ä w Õ o Ù . Thus, þ £ is strongly connected. �
Taken with PROP. 22, it follows that all þ £ consisting of more than one vertex are strongly
connected no-return sets. The following proposition guarantees that they can be computed
by standard algorithms from graph theory to detect strongly connected components (e.g. van
Leeuwen 1990, p. 571). It is also another characterisation of no-return sets.

PROPOSITION 24: A set � ä
�
Õ�� Ù of a graph � is a strongly connected no-return set if

and only if it is a strongly connected component.

PROOF: Assume that � is a strongly connected no-return set. If it were not a strongly
connected component, there would be a path o#Ö+ùrùrùpÖ�� with o Ð«� Ö�� �Ð � , and a path�<ÖrùrùrùpÖ�o . The latter is a contradiction since � is a no-return set.

If � is a strongly connected component, we have to show that � is a no-return set. Chooseo¦ì Ð-� and a path oAìtÖrùrù+ù+Ö�o v ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o " with o v �Ð�� . Suppose � is a no-return set. Then there
is some o "�Ð�� with 0=� u . Consequently, there is a cycle o ìrÖrùrùrùlÖ�o v Örù+ùrùlÖ�o " ÖrùrùrùlÖ�oAì since� is strongly connected. Hence, o v �Ð~� belongs to the same connected component as o½ì ,
which is a contradiction to maximality. Thus, � is a no-return set. �
Thus, if the strongly connected components are computed, a large part of the set¨ Ú Óóò¦þ £<ô o Ð

�
Õ�� Ùxø

is known. What remains are the single vertices which are not part of any component. Luckily,
all these vertices are no-return sets:

PROPOSITION 25: If o Ð
�
Õ�� Ù is not an element of any strongly connected component of� , then it is a no-return set and þ £ ÓFò#oÄø Ð ¨

.

PROOF: If oAì Ð
�
Õ�� Ù does not belong to any strongly connected component, there is

no cycle oAìrÖrùrùrùlÖ�o " Örùrù+ù+Ö�o¦ì , and thus it holds for every path o½ìtÖ+ùrùrù+Ö�o " with o "�PÓ o¦ì that
ö 0±�c3 Ú o " �Ð ò#o¦ìrø , making o a no-return set.

Due to PROP. 23, o Ð þ £ . If there were another � Ð þ £ distinct from o , it would be an
element of the same strongly connected component. �
We conclude from these results that:
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PROPOSITION 26: The family
¨

is a cover of
�
Õ�� Ù , which contains only no-return sets.

PROOF: Due to PROP. 23 (p. 56), � £t�¦©�g q i þ £ Ó �
Õ�� Ù . It holds for all þ £ Öxþ«ª Ð ¨

thatþ £ Ó þ«ª or þ £ �´þ ªðÓ  , since strongly connected components and/or single states not
being part of a strongly connected component are always disjoined.

The elements of
¨

are no-return sets due to PROP. 24 and PROP. 25. �
Thus, we arrive at the first of our aims:

¨
has the necessary properties to compute an ab-

stracted state-transition graph (cf. DEF. 8, p. 37):

DEFINITION 19: Let � be a state-transition graph and
¨ Óóò¦þ £<ô o Ð

�
Õ�� Ùxø the disjoined

partition of
�
Õ�� Ù with þ £ as defined in PROP. 23 (p. 56). The resulting abstracted state-

transition graph � � with
�
Õ�� � Ù�Ó ¨

is the no-return abstraction of � .

The other result is that there is a one-to-one correspondence between the atoms of the lattice� of invariant sets, w Õ o ÙpÖ�o Ð
�

, and the “no-return basis”
¨

: together with PROP. 20 (p. 55),
where each invariant set is constructed from appropriate w Õ o Ù , every invariant set can be con-
structed by a union of appropriately chosen elements of

¨
, and every union of appropriately

chosen elements of
¨

yields an invariant set.

PROPOSITION 27:

(i) For all o Ð
�
Õ�� Ù Ú w Õ o Ù°Ó�w Õ þ £ Ù .

(ii) For all o Ð
�
Õ�� Ù Ú w Õ o Ù°Ó �¬ Ã ½>¬ ÃK® ¥ ¿ ¬ À Ä þ ªXù

(iii) If � ä
�
Õ�� Ù is an invariant set, then� Ó �¬ À ½>À ½ ¢ þ £ ù

PROOF: Part (i): By PROP. 23 (p. 56), o Ð þ £�ä w Õ o Ù . Since w is monotone and idempotent,w Õ oÌÙ ä w Õ þ £ Ù ä w Õ w Õ o ÙØÙ°Ó�w Õ o Ù .
Part (ii): Generally, �¬ Ã ½>¬ Ã ® ¥ ¿ ¬ À Ä þ ª ä w Õ þ £ Ù ä w Õ o Ùpù
For the inclusion in the other direction take � Ð w Õ o Ù . Since w Õ � Ù ä w Õ o Ù , it holds by
PROP. 21 (p. 56) and (i) that � Ð þ1¯ ä w Õ � Ù ä w Õ o Ù°Ó�w Õ þ £ Ù , i.e. � Ð]� ¬ Ã ½>¬ Ã ® ¥ ¿ ¬ Ä þ ª .

Part (iii): It holds that � äT� ¬ À ½�À ½ ¢ þ £ since o Ð þ £ (cf. PROP. 23, p. 56).

Now, take a � Ð]� ¬ À ½>À ½ ¢ þ £ . Then, by (i) and PROP. 20 (p. 55),� Ð �¬ À ½�À ½ ¢ w Õ þ £ Ù�ÓB�£t� p w Õ oÌÙ°Ó � ù

�
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Figure 3.1: Stylised example for a no-return abstraction of a state-transition graph (top: a
graph � , middle: the family

¨
displayed as clusters, bottom: no-return abstraction of � ).

In practice, it is sufficient to compute and display only the basic no-return sets
¨

to obtain
the no-return abstraction of � . It is quite simple for the end-user to find all relevant invariant
sets from such a presentation: It is well-known in graph theory that directed graphs can be
decomposed as an acyclic graph of strongly connected components (van Leeuwen 1990): If� � is the no-return abstraction of � , for all þ�ì Ð

�
Õ�� � Ù�Ó ¨

and for all paths þ�ìtÖrùrù+ùlÖxþ "
in ��� it holds that þ "!PÓ þ,ì for 0�& ë . Otherwise, there would be a path o ìrÖrùrùrùlÖ�o " Örùrù+ù+Ö�o¦ì
with oAì Ð þ,ì and o " �Ð þ,ì , which is impossible since þ�ì is a no-return set. Thus, by picking
a no-return set þ Ð

�
Õ�� � Ù , one can trace “downstream” to all other vertices in � � which

are attainable from þ – which is straightforward in an acyclic graph – to obtain an invariant
set. Of course, there are other invariant sets, but the most likely question when performing
a no-return abstraction is: Where do irreversible changes of the qualitative state occur? This
happens exactly for all edges entering a þ Ð ¨

, because w Õ þ Ù is an invariant set (see Fig. 3.1
for a stylised example).
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3.1.3 Consistency of Projection, No-Return and Chatter-Box Abstrac-
tion

For the analysis of large state-transition graphs we would like to combine no-return abstrac-
tion with other methods, e.g. projection and chatter-box abstraction (cf. section 2.2.4 (p. 36),
DEF. 9 and DEF. 11). Since all abstraction methods take an input graph and produce a new
one which is not larger than the input graph, the idea is to apply the abstraction methods sub-
sequently to substantially improve the clarity of the model result. The result is a sequence
of graphs � ìrÖ+ùrùrù+Ö � â , where ��"Jà ê is an abstraction of �§" , determined by the abstraction
methods used.

For a chosen set of abstraction methods, does the result � â depend on the sequence
in which they are computed? In other words, if the methods are regarded as operators,
do they commute? As I will show below, they do not, so the appropriate sequence has
to be determined. Since the objective of this exercise is to reveal properties of the state-
transition graph which would not be easy accessible otherwise, there is a pragmatic criterion
for appropriateness: If we observe a certain type of structure in � â , we want to be sure that
the structure also exists in � ì . In the following, I infer the sequence in which projection,
chatter-box, and no-return abstraction should be applied. Start with a simple observation.

PROPOSITION 28: Every chatter-box is contained in a no-return set.

PROOF: If � be a chatter-box of � , it is strongly connected in the subgraph � { Ó � � � { ê
by definition (cf. DEF. 9, p. 38). Since

� Õ�� { Ù ä � Õ�� Ù , � is part of a strongly connected
component of � , and thus also part of a no-return set due to PROP. 24 (p. 57). �
The consequence of this proposition is that we do not “split” chatter-boxes when we compute
a no-return abstraction as second step after chatter box abstraction. On the other hand, the
chatter-boxes are not visible any more in the no-return abstraction – we may only note the
sets þ Ð ¨

which contain a chatter-box. However, it makes no sense to apply the abstraction
procedures the other way round, since there are no chatter-boxes in the no-return abstraction
due to its acyclic structure. Now consider the case where projection is combined with no-
return abstraction.

PROPOSITION 29: For � and an index set � , denote � � Ú Ó ã��¦Õ�� Ù . If � � is a no-return set
in ��� , then � Ú Ó ã { ê� Õ���� Ù is a no-return set in � .

PROOF: Suppose that � is not a no-return set. Then there is a path o9ìtÖrù+ùrù+Ö�o v ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o â in� with oAì+Ö�o â Ð�� and o v �Ð�� . By taking ã �¦Õ oAìxÙpÖrùrù+ù+Ö ã��¦Õ o v ÙpÖrù+ùrù+Ö ã��tÕ o â Ù and eliminat-
ing all elements of this sequence which are identical to their predecessor, we obtain a patho �ì ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o �� Örùrù+ù+Ö�o �û in � � with o �ì Ó ã��¦Õ oAìpÙ Ð�ã��AÕ�� Ù , o �û Ó ã��AÕ o â Ù Ð�ã��¦Õ�� Ù , and o �� Ó ã��¦Õ o v Ù .
Therefore, since � is the inverse image of �*� , it holds that o �� �Ð�ã�� Õ�� Ù . Thus, ã �¦Õ�� Ù is not
a no-return set. Since surjectivity of ã�� guarantees that ã �¦Õ�� ÙnÓ ã��¦Õ ã { ê� Õ��é� Ù7ÙnÓ �é� , this is
a contradiction to � � being a no-return set. �
This means that if there is a no-return set in a projection, it corresponds to a no-return set
in the original state-transition graph. Conversely, the property of being a no-return set is not
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Figure 3.2: Example for a projection not preserving no-return sets. The graph to the left is
the no-return abstraction �§� of some state-transition graph with

�
Õ��§� Ù�Ó ¨ Óóò¦þ ê Öxþ=$rÖ0þ R ø .

We consider a projection ã�� and assume that ö oÄÖ�� Ð þ ê ý�þ R®Ú�ã��¦Õ oÌÙÃÓ ã��¦Õ ��Ù , and that
ö oÄÖ�� Ð þ=$ Ú�ã��¦Õ oÌÙ´Ó ã��¦Õ ��Ù , i.e. þ ê and þ R are projection equivalent. The resulting
projection " Ó ã �AÕ���� Ù is displayed to the right. Although the vertex þ ê is a no-return set in��� , it’s image ã �¦Õ þ ê Ù°Óóò¦þ ê Ö0þ R ø is obviously not a no-return set in " .

generally preserved under projection, as the example in Fig. 3.2 shows. Thus, a no-return
abstraction should be performed after a projection. To be complete, we consider the third
possible combination of abstractions: projection and chatter-box abstraction.

PROPOSITION 30: Let � be a state-transition graph and " Ú Ó ã��¦Õ�� Ù its projection. If � is
a chatter-box in � , then �F�ÄÚ Ó ã��¦Õ�� Ù ä

�
Õ$" Ù is a single vertex or induces a chatter-box in" .

PROOF: The subgraph induced by � is strongly connected in � { Ó � � � { ê by definition.
It follows that � � Ó ã��¦Õ�� Ù is a single vertex in " or it is strongly connected in ã��AÕ�� { Ù
(cf. p. 39). We show that ã �¦Õ�� { Ù°Ó ã��¦Õ�� Ù { Ó " { , making � � a chatter-box in " .
Since

�
Õ�� { Ù°Ó �

Õ�� Ù , we have that
�
Õmã��¦Õ�� Ù { Ù°Ó �

Õmã��AÕ�� ÙØÙ°Ó �
Õmã��¦Õ�� { ÙØÙ . For the edges,� Õ ã��¦Õ�� Ùt{ Ù°Ó � Õmã��¦Õ�� Ù7Ùc� � Õ ã��¦Õ�� { ê ÙØÙ�ÓÓÿò Õmã��¦Õ o Ù�Ö ã��VÕ ��ÙØÙ ôÌÕ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù�ø��ò Õmã��¦Õ o ÙpÖ ã��¦Õ ��ÙØÙ ô Õ �ËÖ�o Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù�ø�Ó

Óÿò Õmã��¦Õ o Ù�Ö ã��VÕ ��ÙØÙ ôÌÕ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù�¨ Õ �<Ö�o Ù Ð � Õ�� Ùxø�Ó
Ó � Õmã��¦Õ�� { ÙØÙ

holds. �
Simply speaking, chatter-boxes remain chatter-boxes under projection. Again, the converse
is not generally true: If �F� is a chatter-box in ã �¦Õ�� Ù , it cannot be concluded that ã { ê� Õ��é� Ù
is a chatter-box in � (see example in Fig. 3.3). Hence, one has to be careful when applying
chatter-box abstraction after projection. To sum up, for a large state-transition graph the
different abstraction methods should be applied in the following sequence:

1. Chatter-box abstraction

2. Projection

3. No-return abstraction
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Figure 3.3: Example for a projection producing “artifical” chatter-boxes. The diagram to
the left represents a state-transition graph � with

�
Õ�� ÙcÓ ò#o ê Ö�o¦$rÖ�o R Ö�o � ø . We consider a

projection ã�� and assume that ã �¦Õ o ê ÙãÓ ã��¦Õ o¢$pÙ , but ã��¦Õ o ê Ù PÓ ã��¦Õ o R Ù PÓ ã��¦Õ o � Ù PÓ ã��¦Õ o ê Ù ,
i.e. only o ê and o¦$ are projection equivalent. The resulting projection " Ó ã��AÕ�� Ù is displayed
to the right. The set ò9ò#o ê Ö�o¢$+øúÖlò#o R ø9ø ä

�
Õ$" Ù induces a chatter-box in " , while its inverse

image ò#o ê Ö�o¦$tÖ�o R ø ä
�
Õ�� Ù does not so in � .

3.2 Marginal Edges

In this section I present two techniques to simplify the state-transition graph of a QDE by
eliminating edges which are of little relevance in most applications. They also preserve con-
nectedness properties of the graph, thus being a special type of transitive reduction. Main
ideas appeared in Eisenack and Petschel-Held (2002) and are formulated here more rigor-
ously. There is related work of Bouwer and Bredeweg (2002), who compute another type of
transitive reduction of the state-transition graph. Along some edges two or more qualitative
directions or qualitative magnitudes change at the same time. This implies the existence of a
solution which passes through the intersection of two main isoclines or the intersection of a
main isocline with a landmark. It can be shown that for many systems the set of trajectories
with such features is of measure zero (Bernard and Gouze 2002). The completeness of the
QSIM algorithm guarantees that also the abstractions of such solutions are represented in
the state-transition graph. By restricting the space of admissible trajectories æ to functions
which do not attain values on such intersections of measure zero, we obtain a graph with
fewer edges. The implied loss of information is acceptable, since no features of relevance
are left out.

3.2.1 Characterising Marginal Edges

In the following let â be a qualitative state space with 5 quantity spaces, and � the state-
transition graph of a monotonic landmark ensemble Î Õ ö�ÖxèËÙ . For each edge Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù ,
there is at least one component 0 such that äUê]ëaì " Õ o¬¨.��Ù°Ó ë or that äUèéæ � " Õ o´¨.��Ù°Ó ß

with a
landmark

ß Ð á " . If äUê]ëaì " Õ o Ù PÓ�ä·êÕëYì " Õ ��Ù , we say in the first case that the edge transgresses
the 0 th main isocline, while in the second we say that it transgresses the landmark

ß
ifäUèFæ � " Õ o Ù PÓ4äUèFæ � " Õ ��Ù . This corresponds to the existence of a solution Ò Õ:ç Ù of a system of

the monotonic landmark ensemble such that for one × Ð�Þ®àÉÚMÏ#"�Õ Ò Õ ×7Ù7Ù�Ó ë (if it transgresses
a main isocline), or that Ò "�Õ ×7ÙÉÓ ß

, where
ß Ð Þ is defined by the landmark vector

í
associated with the system (cf. PROP. 2, p. 25, DEF. 4, p. 29 and Eq. 2.12).
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Figure 3.4: Different types of composed edges. Arrows in the boxes show qualitative direc-
tions of two variables.

Some edges ° Ó Õ o ê Ö�o R Ù in the state transition graph are composed in the sense that there
are two other edges Ï Ó Õ o ê Ö�o¦$pÙ and ± Ó Õ o¢$rÖ�o R Ù , in simple words, ° is a “shortcut”. If
all landmarks or main isoclines which are transgressed along Ï and ± are also transgressed
along ° , it is tempting to elemi nate ° : Along this edge the transgressions occur simultane-
ously although they do not necessarily have to by the model assumptions (otherwise only
the edge ° would exist, but not the edges Ï and ± ). Eliminating all edges Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù for which
a path o ê Örù+ùrù+Ö�o v exists is conceptualised as transitive reduction in graph theory. However,
it is well-known that – in contrast to transitive closure – this operation cannot be defined
in a unique way (cf. van Leeuwen 1990). There is another subtlety: what happens along
alternative paths from o ê to o R ? Two cases have to be distinguished (see Fig. 3.4):

1. Along Ï some components change their qualitative direction or transgress a landmark,
while along ± other qualitative values change. Along the edge ° the qualitative values
change at the same time.

2. Along ± some qualitative directions change back to the value they had in o ê or transgress
the same landmark in the other direction, while other components change to a new
qualitative value. Along ° only landmarks or main isoclines not transgressed along ±
are affected.

The first case is a marginal edge, since along ° the landmarks or main isoclines are trans-
gressed simultaneously “by accident”. This interpretation is not valid for the second case,
since some landmarks or main isoclines are crossed twice. Here, the edge ° exhibits – com-
pared to Ï and ± – a notable new property which should not be ignored. Only composed
edges ° of the first type can be omitted, where transgressions coincide which do not neces-
sarily have to. Usually, they have no special relevance: Nothing basically new happens, the
result of both paths is the same (namely the system being in state o R ), and ° is not likely to
be observed in empirical studies.

Now, these considerations are formalised. Note that, since the quantity spaces
á " Ö�0ÃÓ3½Ö+ùrùrùpÖ�5 are ordered (cf. section 2.2.2, p. 27), expressions like “

ß
is between ä·èéæ � " Õ o Ù andäUèéæ � " Õ ��Ù ” and èFæ³² Õ äUèFæ � " Õ o ÙØÙ are well-defined. If äUê]ëaì " Õ o Ù PÓ×äUê]ëaì " Õ ��Ù , then äUê]ëYì " Õ o�¨��Ù2Ó ë , and if äUèFæ � " Õ o Ù PÓ�ä·èéæ � " Õ ��Ù , then äUèFæ � " Õ o�¨'��Ù�Ó ß

is a landmark (by Eq. 2.12).
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Before defining a marginal edge, the following “qualitative intermediate value theorem” is
formulated.

PROPOSITION 31: Let o ê Ö+ùrùrù+Ö�o v be a path in � and 0 Ð òU3½Ö+ùrùrùpÖ�5�ø . Then, for every
landmark

ß
between ä·èéæ � " Õ o ê Ù and äUèFæ � " Õ o v Ù there is a 1 Ð òU3½Örùrù+ùlÖ u >Ì3 ø such that the

edge Õ o  Ö�o  Øà ê Ù transgresses
ß

.

PROOF: Since paths of length 1 in � correspond to abstractions of reasonable trajectories,
an edge Õ oÄÖ���Ù can only transgress landmarks

ß Ð äUèéæ � " Õ o Ù���äUèFæ � " Õ ��Ù with
ß Ð á " by

continuity (cf. Eq. 2.12). Thus, along the path o ê ÖrùrùrùpÖ�o v there must be an edge Õ o  Ö�o  7à ê Ù
with ä·èéæ � " Õ o  ¨'o  Øà ê Ù°Ó ß

. �
DEFINITION 20: Let o ê Örùrù+ù+Ö�o v with u �µ´ be a path in � . Then, an edge Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù Ð� Õ�� Ù is called marginal edge if for all 02Ó 3½ÖrùrùrùlÖ�5 there are not two edges Õ o  Ö�o  Øà ê ÙpÖ21Ó3½Örùrù+ùlÖ u >Ì3 which transgress the same landmark or the 0 th main isocline more than once.

The concept is further clarified by the following equivalent characterisation, which is helpful
for the elimination techniques. For its formulation we define for Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù the change
set Y 5 Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ú ÓFò#0 ô ä·èéæ � " Õ o Ù PÓ äUèFæ � " Õ ��Ù�ø)ý´òw1ãÓ�5�6ý0 ô äUê]ëYì " Õ o Ù PÓ�äUê]ëaì " Õ ��Ùxø .

PROPOSITION 32: An edge Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù is marginal if and only if there is a patho ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o v in � , u �¶´ , such that the change sets Y 5 Õ o  Ö�o  7à ê Ù�Ö21éÓ 3½ÖrùrùrùlÖ u >®3 , are
pairwise disjoined.

PROOF: If the change sets are pairwise disjoined, every 0·Óy3 ÖrùrùrùpÖ Ü 5 occurs no more than
once in a change set. Since only changing components can transgress a landmark or main
isoclines, Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù is a marginal edge.

Now assume that no landmark or main isocline is transgressed twice. Take an arbitrary0�Ó÷3½Örù+ùrù+Ö Ü 5 .
For 0¬&C5 , there is not more than one 1 such that äUê]ëYì " { â Õ o  ¨Qo  Øà ê Ù�Ó ë and äUê]ëaì " { â Õ o  Ù PÓäUê]ëYì " { â Õ o  Øà ê Ù , and consequently not more than one 1 with 0 Ð�Y 5 Õ o  Ö�o  7à ê Ù – the intersec-
tions of the change sets with ò#5�6 3½ÖrùrùrùlÖ Ü 5Xø are pairwise disjoined.
For 0 Ë 5 define

ß ì Ú Ó®äUèFæ � " Õ o ê ¨-o v Ù . Choose the smallest 1 such that 0 ÐkY 5 Õ o  Ö�o  7à ê Ù
and set

ß  ,Ú Ó�ä·èéæ � " Õ o  ¨'o  Øà ê Ù . If
ß  8 ß ì , thenäUèéæ � " Õ o  7à ê Ù Ë ß  ¹Ë ä·èéæ � " Õ o  Ù�Ó�äUèéæ � " Õ o ê Ù Ë ß ì Ë ä·èéæ � " Õ o v Ù�ù

Due to PROP. 31,
ß  will be transgressed a second time on o  Øà ê Örù+ùrùlÖ�o v , which is a con-

tradiction. If
ß ì�8 ß  , the analogue contradiction applies. Thus

ß ì»Ó ß  . The same ar-
gument applies for the next smallest �~&¸1 with 0 ÐTY 5 Õ o � Ö�o �xà ê Ù . Therefore, it holds for
all ú�Ó(3½Örùrù+ùlÖ u >¸3 with 0 Ð[Y 5 Õ o û Ö�o ûvà ê Ù that äUèéæ � " Õ o û ¨�o ûvà ê Ù Ó ß ì . Since

ß ì cannot
be transgressed twice, also the intersection of the change sets with òU3½Ö+ùrùrù+Ö�5�ø are pairwise
disjoined. �
Later we will need the following property of the change sets to show the applicability of the
restriction techniques:
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PROPOSITION 33: If Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù and there is a path o ê Örù+ùrù+Ö�o v Ö u �·´ in � with
pairwise disjoined change sets Y 5 Õ o  Ö�o  7à ê ÙpÖÂ1 Ó÷3½Ö+ùrùrù+Ö u >Ú3 , then� �Z ê X\[\[\[ X v { ê Y 5 Õ o  Ö�o  Øà ê Ù�Ó Y 5 Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù�ù
PROOF: Let 0 ÐaY 5 Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù . Since ä�å�æ¢ç " Õ o ê Ù PÓ ä�å¢æ�ç " Õ o v Ù there must be at least one1 Ð òU3½Örùrù+ù+Ö u >Ì3 ø with 0 Ð]Y 5 Õ o  Ö�o  7à ê Ù .
Now suppose that 0©�Ð�Y 5 Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù , i.e. ä�å¢æ�ç " Õ o ê ÙËÓ ä�å�æ¢ç " Õ o v Ù . It is not possible that there
is one and only one 1 such that 0 ÐCY 5 Õ o  Ö�o  7à ê Ù , since otherwise äUå¢æ�ç " Õ o ê Ù�Ó ä�å�æ¢ç " Õ o  Ù PÓä�å¢æ�ç " Õ o  Øà ê Ù,Ó®ä�å�æ¢ç " Õ o v Ù . Because the change sets are disjoined, there also cannot be more
than one such 1 , and therefore 0��Ð �  VZ ê X\[\[\[ X v { ê Y 5 Õ o  Ö�o  Øà ê Ù . �
3.2.2 Eliminating Marginal Edges

I present two algorithms to eliminate marginal edges. One uses a preprocessing approach, the
other a postprocessing approach. Both can be combined. The preprocessing strategy requires
the modeller to reason about marginal edges which are likely to occur. This can be based on
earlier qualitative simulations, on algebraic reasoning or on knowledge about the application
domain. Removing marginal edges means preventing simultaneous changes of qualitative
values which can also occur subsequently. If two such changes are identified, associated
edges can be filtered out by introducing a new constraint into the qualitative landmark system,
called correspondence-not,

((cornot x y) <(lx ly)>)

with a sequence of u pairs (lx ly), where lx represents a landmark of the variable x
(associated with index 0 ) and ly a landmark of variable y (associated with index 1 ), denoting
sequences of landmarks

ß "YX ê Ö+ùrùrùpÖ ß "aX v and
ß  �X ê Ö+ùrùrù+Ö ß  �X v . An edge Õ o#Ö���Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù satisfies

this constraint if 0I�Ð]Y 5 Õ oÄÖ���Ù
or 1��Ð]Y 5 Õ oÄÖ���Ù
or ö ú�Ó÷3½Örù+ùrù+Ö u Ú äUèFæ � " Õ oI¨©��Ù PÓ ß "YX û or äUèFæ �  Õ oI¨©��Ù PÓ ß  �X û Ö

i.e. if no pair of changing components transgresses the given landmarks at the same time. All
marginal edges can be excluded if the qualitative directions of the state variables are included
as additional qualitative magnitudes of auxiliary variables with indices 0�Ó«5'6c3½ÖrùrùrùlÖ Ü 5 ,
i.e. by augmenting the qualitative state space with the qualitative velocity space (as default
in the QSIM algorithm, cf. section 2.2.3, p. 32).

PROPOSITION 34: If the qualitative state space is augmented with the velocity space and
Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù is a marginal edge, there is a correspondence-not constraint which contradicts the
edge Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù , but all edges along the path o ê Örù+ùrùlÖ�o v satisfy it.
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PROOF: At first recall that for the augmented qualitative state space ö o Ð
�
Õ�� ÙpÖ�0NÓ5�6�3½Örù+ùrù+Ö Ü 5 Ú 9\äUèFæ � " Õ o Ù2<°Ó®äUê]ëYì " { â Õ o Ù , and consequently Y 5 Õ o#Ö���Ù��ßòU3½Ö+ùrùrùpÖ Ü 5�ø in the

augmented state space equals Y 5 Õ oÄÖ���Ù in the original state space.
Let Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù be a marginal edge. Choose � Ötú Ð òU3½Örù+ùrù+Ö u >-3 øúÖt� PÓCú and 0 Ð]Y 5 Õ o � Ö�o �0à ê Ù��òU3½Örùrù+ùlÖ Ü 5�ø , 1 ÐTY 5 Õ o û Ö�o ûvà ê Ùu�ßòU3½Örùrù+ù+Ö Ü 5Xø , 0 PÓy1 , such that

ß "YX ê ÓfäUèéæ � " Õ o � ¨�o �0à ê Ù is
between äUèéæ � " Õ o ê Ù and ä·èéæ � " Õ o v Ù , and also

ß  �X ê Ó�ä·èéæ �  Õ o û ¨.o ûSà ê Ù is between äUèéæ �  Õ o ê Ù
and ä·èéæ �  Õ o v Ù . This is possible since for a marginal edge, by PROP. 32, the change sets
are pairwise disjoined. The correspondence-not constraint given by the components 07Ö21 and
the pair of landmarks

ß "YX ê Ö ß  �X ê has the required properties: Since 0 PÓ+1 , all edges alongo ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o v satisfy the constraint. However, Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù does not, because due to PROP. 33, 07Ö21 ÐY 5 Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù , äUèéæ � " Õ o ê ¨�o v Ù<Ó ß "YX ê , and äUèFæ �  Õ o ê ¨�o v ÙËÓ ß  �X ê , because
ß "YX ê is betweenäUèFæ � " Õ o ê Ù and äUèFæ � " Õ o v Ù , while

ß  �X ê is between ä·èéæ �  Õ o ê Ù and ä·èéæ �  Õ o v Ù , and PROP. 31
(p. 64) holds. �
This strategy can substantially reduce computing costs, since fewer edges have to be gener-
ated during simulation.

The second method avoids the problem of the first – namely having to know potential
marginal edges in advance – and is completely automatic. On the other hand, it requires the
state-transition graph of the QDE to be determined first. Taking this as input, all marginal
edges are determined and eliminated from the state transition graph by exploiting PROP. 32
(p. 64). In the basic version, the change set Y 5 Õ oÄÖ���Ù is assigned to every edge Õ oÄÖ���Ù of the
state-transition graph. The method subsequently starts a depth first search (DFS) from every
vertex o ê Ð

�
Õ�� Ù , such that maximal paths o ê Örù+ùrù+Ö�o v with disjoined change sets are tra-

versed. Efficient algorithms are well-established for depth first search with a given criterion
(cf. van Leeuwen 1990). If there is an edge Õ o ê Ö�o  Ù , 1 Ð ò¸´ÌÖrù+ùrùlÖ u ø , then it is marked as a
marginal edge. After all the paths starting from all vertices in � are traversed, the marked
edges are eliminated. Of course, there are various possibilities to increase the computational
efficiency of the method, e.g. by not re-considering vertices which have already been visited.
A problem would occur with this procedure if eliminating a marginal edge interrupts the path
defining another marginal edge. Then, vertices which were connected in � would become
unconnected. However, this can be excluded:

PROPOSITION 35: Let ��� be the graph obtained from the state-transition graph � by
eliminating all edges which are marginal edges. There is a path o ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o v in � iff there is
also a path o ê Örùrù+ù+Ö�o v in ��� .
PROOF: Obviously, paths in �§� are also paths in � , since

�
Õ�� Ù Ó �

Õ��§� Ù and
� Õ���� Ù ä� Õ�� Ù .

Now, let o ê Örù+ùrù+Ö�o v be a path in � . We have to clarify that there is still a path from o ê to o v in� � if some edges of � are marginal (and do not occur in � � ). Suppose that Õ � ê Ö�� � Ù Ð � Õ�� Ù
is such a marginal edge with � ê Óño  and � � ÓÝo  Øà ê , 1 Ð òU3½Örù+ùrù+Ö u >¸3 ø . Then, there
is a path � ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�� � not containing the edge Õ � ê Ö�� � Ù . If this path does not contain another
marginal edge, there is a path o ê Örùrù+ùlÖ�� ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�� � Ö+ùrùrù�o v which also exists in ��� , but there is
no edge Õ o  Ö�o  Øà ê Ù .
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If there are multiple marginal edges in o ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o v , or if one edge of � ê Örù+ùrùlÖ�� � is marginal
again, this argument can be repeated iteratively. The procedure stops when no further marginal
edge is contained – with the consequence that there is still a path from o ê to o v in ��� .
It would not stop if one of the paths from the source to the target of a marginal edge contains
another marginal edge which was considered before during the iteration, yielding a cyclic
procedure. To show that this can be excluded, consider a path o ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�� ê Örùrù+ùlÖ�� � Örùrùrù�o v in� and let Õ o ê Ö�o v ÙpÖ Õ � ê Ö�� � Ù be marginal edges. Then, by PROP. 32 (p. 64) and PROP. 33,
the change sets Y 5 Õ o ê Ö�o¦$�ÙpÖrù+ùrù+Ö Y 5 Õ � ê Ö���$xÙpÖrùrù+ù+Ö Y 5 Õ � � { ê Ö�� � ÙpÖ+ùrùrùpÖ Y 5 Õ o v { ê Ö�o v Ù are pair-
wise disjoined. If the path � ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�� � contains the marginal edge Õ o ê Ö�o v Ù again, we must
conclude for the same reasons that the change setsY 5 Õ o ê Ö�o¦$pÙpÖrùrù+ùlÖ Y 5 Õ � ê Ö���$�Ù�ÖrùrùrùpÖY 5 Õ o ê Ö�o¦$pÙpÖrùrù+ùlÖ Y 5 Õ o v { ê Ö�o v ÙpÖrùrù+ù+ÖY 5 Õ � � { ê Ö�� � Ù�ÖrùrùrùlÖ Y 5 Õ o v { ê Ö�o v Ù
are also pairwise disjoined – a contradiction. �
To sum up, marginal edges can be defined so as to simplify a state-transition graph by restrict-
ing the space of admissible functions in a way that is not an obstacle from the application
perspective. Two techniques with different advantages have been presented for this task.
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3.3 Ordinal Assumptions

To define a monotonic landmark ensemble Î Õ ö·Öxè<Ù , the signs of the components of the
Jacobian `ÉÕ�Ï Ù�Ö ÏðÐÁÎ Õ ö·Öxè<Ù are considered. Usually, this leads to a large state-transition
graph � due to the generality of Î Õ ö�ÖxèËÙ . The no-return abstraction developed in section 3.1
(p. 52) helps to identify and display structural features in this case, and the elimination of
marginal edges (section 3.2, p. 62) brings about more structure in � by restricting the space
of admissible trajectories. However, practice shows that restriction techniques like the elim-
ination of marginal edges together with eliminating non-analytical states (cf. section 2.2.4,
p. 36) are not always sufficient to bring about enough interpretable subgraphs as no-return
and invariant sets. In many cases, the graph consists of one connected component. If more
edges can be eliminated, the value of abstraction techniques increases substantially. This is
only possible if model ensembles are further restricted by including more assumptions than
can be expressed by mere sign and landmark properties. We can use quantitative information
(which will be investigated in section 3.4, p. 77), but when uncertainty or generality is high,
this might not be available: we need to integrate additional, but not quantitative, information
which is likely to be available when reasoning, for example, with causal loop diagrams.

3.3.1 The Effect of Ordinal Assumptions

Ordinal assumptions represent one such type of information. By these we mean statements
that the value of some functions on the state space are always above or below the values of
other functions. In this section I concentrate on ordinal assumptions for partial derivatives of
models Ï of a monotonic ensemble Î Õ	W Ù of the form

ö Ò Ð¾Ü ÚU���rÏJ"3Õ Ò Ù¬& �Nû§Ïw  Õ Ò ÙpÖ
with prescribed 0ØÖ21½Öt� Ötú Ð òU3 ÖrùrùrùpÖ�5�ø , W Ó Õ�MS"YX  Ù "YX  VZ ê X\[\[\[ X â , M]"YX  Ð DNE a matrix of (extended)
signs and Ü the state space. In practice, ordinal assumptions are often supplied together
with causal loop diagrams, when not only the positive or negative influences are stated, but
also comparative propositions are made about their strengths. Such statements can be like
“the influence of Ò ê on Ò R is more important than the influence of Ò�$ on Ò R , but it is not
known how strong the influence of Ò � on Ò R is in comparison to the other two”. This can
be interpreted as a partial order of the partial derivatives of the models to be considered. In
some cases we can deduce from such knowledge that a main isocline can be transgressed
by trajectories only once. Before giving a general proposition to eliminate edges, the idea is
illustrated with a simple qualitative model.

EXAMPLE 9: Define W Ó Ö 6 6> > Ø ù
The resulting state-transition graph is depicted in Fig. 3.5. It has one trivial no-return set, the
graph itself, exhibiting a cycle through all four states. We perform a phase plane analysis.
From W we derive – using the implicit function theorem – the monotonicity properties of both
main isoclines ÑÒ ê Ó Ï ê Õ Ò Ù2Ó ë Ö ÑÒ%$)Ó Ï $ Õ Ò Ù�Ó ë (supposed they exist), which are denoted by
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Figure 3.5: State-transition graph of the QDE of the monotonic system �%Õ	W Ù (computer-
generated output, one non-analytic state is eliminated).

Figure 3.6: Phase plane analysis of an exemplary system Ï}Ð}Î Õ	W Ù . To the left: areas with
constant direction of change, indicated by arrows and numbers corresponding to Fig. 3.5. To
the right: area Õ 3VÙ and Õ ´9Ù are split to Õ 3 ¶ ÙpÖ Õ 3¦¹pÙ and Õ ´ ¶ ÙpÖ Õ ´º¹pÙ , respectively.

the functions o¢$ X $tÖ�o ê X $ (the indices will become clear in the next subsection). The functionso¦$ X $ ÚúÞ%á Þ and o ê X $ ÚúÞ á Þ solve Ï ê Õ Ò ê Ö�o ê X $ Õ Ò ê ÙØÙ�Ó ë and Ï $ Õ Ò ê Ö�o¢$ X $ Õ Ò ê ÙØÙ�Ó ë , yielding^?� ê o ê X $�b>Ó ^ > � ê Ï ê� $ Ï ê b>Ó®9?>G<�Ö
^ � ê o¦$ X $ b Ó ^ > � ê Ï $� $ Ï $ b Ó®9?>G<�Ö

i.e. both functions are decreasing. In Fig. 3.6, left, see the phase plane structure of an ODE
with Ï ÐóÎ Õ	W Ù where both isoclines exist and intersect exactly once. It can be verified
that the state-transition graph is correct: From area Õ�» Ù , corresponding to the qualitative state
Õ�» Ù , only area Õ 3VÙ can be reached. If the system is somewhere in area Õ 3VÙ only area Õ�Ü Ù can
be reached, etc. The result is a cycle in the state-transition graph. However (considering
Fig. 3.6, right), it is possible to split areas Õ 3VÙ and Õ ´½Ù , such that Õ�Ü Ù and Õ 3¦¹pÙ cannot be
reached from Õ 3 ¶ Ù , while Õ$» Ù and Õ ´ ¶ Ù cannot be reached from Õ ´º¹pÙ . It is tempting to draw
a modified graph (Fig. 3.7), which exhibits a stronger invariance structure than the original
state-transition graph. �
Why is it not possible to derive this structure directly from W ? This stems from the fact that
there are other systems ÏûÐûÎ Õ	W Ù with a different phase plane structure. Suppose there is
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Figure 3.7: Modified state-transition graph derived from the example in Fig. 3.6.

Figure 3.8: Phase plane analysis of a system with property Eq. (3.1).

an equilibrium for Ò ê Ó4Ò E ê , i.e. o ê X $ Õ Ò E ê Ù2Ó o¢$ X $ Õ Ò E ê Ù , and the system has the property that

ö Ò ê 8ÁÒ E ê Ú o ê X $ Õ Ò E ê Ù¬8Úo¦$ X $ Õ Ò E ê Ù�Ö
ö Ò ê &ÁÒ E ê Ú o ê X $ Õ Ò E ê Ù¬&Úo¦$ X $ Õ Ò E ê Ù�ù (3.1)

Then, the phase plane analysis may look like Fig. 3.8, showing that a cycle is possible under
these conditions. This is also the case when there are multiple intersections of main isoclines.
Since the state-transition graph covers all these cases, it is a strongly connected component.
To exclude the cycle case, the model has to be supplied with additional information. If, for
example, we impose the ordinal assumptions

ö Ò Ð¾ÜåÚ�� ê Ï ê Õ Ò Ù�& � $ Ï ê Õ Ò Ù Õ & ë ÙpÖ� $ Ï $ Õ Ò Ù�8 � ê Ï $ Õ Ò Ù Õ 8 ë ÙpÖ
it follows that � ê Ï ê� $ Ï ê & � ê Ï $� $ Ï $ Ö
and thus

ë 8C> � ê Ï $� $ Ï $ 6 � ê Ï ê� $ Ï êÓ � ê r	o¢$ X $ Õ Ò ê Ù,>üo ê X $ Õ Ò ê Ù s Ö
meaning that the distance between the main isoclines strictly increases with Ò ê , excluding
multiple intersections and a situation as characterised by Eq. (3.1).
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3.3.2 The ORDAS Algorithm

I now generalise this idea to state spaces with an arbitrary dimension. The result is a cri-
terion to eleminate paths using ordinal assumptions and the knowledge that a certain main
isocline was transgressed along a path before. We assume that WÿÐ D âUTAâ . At first a simple
proposition is shown, showing whether – for a given sign vector 9 ÑÒ Õ ×7Ù2< and W – a state Ò Õ ×7Ù is
above or below the 0 th isocline with respect to the direction of the � th unit vector. To avoid
complications only models Ï Ð Î Õ�W Ù are considered where for a given component 0 the
implicit equation Ï¦" Ó ë is soluble for some � Ð òU3 ÖrùrùrùlÖ�5�ø , meaning that there is a unique
solution o "YX ��Ú½Ü á Þ , independent from Ò � , such that

ö Ò Ð¾ÜåÚMÏ#" r�Ò ê ÖrùrùrùlÖØÒ � { ê Ö�o "YX �½Õ Ò ê Ö+ùrùrù+Ö7Ò â Ù�ÖØÒ �xà ê Örù+ùrù+ÖØÒ â s Ó ë ù
Uniqueness of the solution o "YX � is guaranteed by the implicit function theorem since Ï is
monotonic as specified by W , such that the existence on Ü is the assumption here.

PROPOSITION 36: For a given W , let Ï}Ð¾Î Õ	W Ù be a function where Ï¢" is soluble for � . Leto "YX � be the solution, choose an arbitrary Ò Ð¾Ü , and define M�"XÚ Ó49 ÏJ":Õ Ò Ù2< . If M]"YX ��PÓ ë thenM]"#M]"YX � Ò � & M]"#M]"aX � o "aX �9Õ Ò Ù if M]"¬PÓ ë Ö
or Ò � ÓCo "YX � Õ Ò Ù if M]" Ó ë ù

PROOF: The case MS" Ó ë is obvious.
If M]" & ë then

Ï#"�Õ Ò ê Örùrù+ù+ÖØÒ � { ê Ö Ò � ÖØÒ �xà ê Örù+ùrù+ÖØÒ â Ù¬& ë Ó
Ó ÏJ" r�Ò ê Örùrù+ù+ÖØÒ � { ê Ö;o "YX � Õ Ò ê Örùrù+ù+ÖØÒ â ÙpÖØÒ �0à ê ÖrùrùrùlÖØÒ â s Ö

and thus MS"aX � Ò � & M]"YX � o "aX �9Õ Ò Ù .
By analogy for MS" 8 ë , it holds that M]"YX � Ò � 8 M]"YX � o "YX �9Õ Ò Ù . This and the former case together
yield MS"YM]"YX � Ò � & M]" M]"YX � o "YX � Õ Ò Ù . �
Next, we introduce assumptions about terms of the formÑ "YX  �/X û Ú Ó ��ûHÏw �ç#���tÏJ" > ���tÏ/ 2ç#��ûHÏJ" Ö (3.2)

defined for a differentiable function ÏßÚÄÜ á Þcâ , and 0ØÖ21½Öt� Ötú Ð òU3½Örùrù+ùlÖ�5Xø . It is assumed
that the sign ^ Ñ "YX  �/X û b is constant on Ü . In some cases, this already follows from W , but in other
cases it is a consequence of ordinal assumptions, as EX. 9 (p. 68) shows, whereW ÓkÖ 6 6> > Ø Ö

and ^ Ñ ê X $ê X $ bNÓ ^K� ê Ï ê çÕ� $ Ï $=> � ê Ï $ çÕ� $ Ï ê b can be positive, negative or vanishing. If the
modeller knows, e.g. that � $ Ï ê & � ê Ï ê and � $ Ï $!& � ê Ï $ , then ^ Ñ ê X $ê X $ b Ó 9H6=< . This kind of
information is decisive for the elimination of edges:
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PROPOSITION 37: Let Î Õ	W Ù be a monotonic ensemble, � the resulting state-transition
graph, oAìrÖ�o ê Ö�o¦$ a path of length 2 in � , and let the following criterion hold:

(i) There exists an 0 Ð òU3½Ö+ùrùrùpÖ�5�ø such that>¹äUê]ëaì " Õ o¦ìpÙ°ÓCäUê]ëYì " Õ o ê Ù�Ó�äUê]ëaì " Õ o¦$pÙ PÓ ë Ö (3.3)

(ii) there is a 1 Ð òU3½ÖrùrùrùpÖ�5Xø such thatäUê]ëaì  Õ o¦ìpÙ�Ó�äUê]ëaì  Õ o ê Ù°Ó�>@ä·êÕëYì  Õ o¦$�Ù PÓ ë Ö (3.4)

(iii) for such 07Ö21 there exists a � Ð òU3½Örù+ùrùlÖ�5�ø such thatäUê]ëYì " Õ o ê Ù M]"YX � Ó�ä·êÕëYì  Õ o ê Ù MU �X �.PÓ ë Ö (3.5)

(iv) for all ú Ð òU3½ÖrùrùrùlÖ�5�øúÖ�ú PÓ�� , ^ Ñ "YX  �/X û b is uniquely determined, fulfillingäUê]ëYì û Õ o ê ÙÕäUê]ëYì " Õ o ê Ù MU �X � ^ Ñ "YX  �/X û b � ë ù (3.6)

Then there is no solution to an initial value problem ÑÒÈÓ Ï·Õ Ò Ù�Ö#9 ÑÒ Õ�ë Ù2<�Ó�o9ìtÖ ÏÉÐ}Î Õ�W Ù with
Ï#" soluble for � , which has the path o ìrÖ�o ê Ö�o¦$ as abstraction.

PROOF: Assume that there were a solution Ò Õ3ç Ù of the above type which has the pathoAì+Ö�o ê Ö�o¢$ as abstraction. We demonstrate that this yields a contradiction.
For convenience, define MS" Ó�äUê]ëYì " Õ o ê Ù and MU ÓfäUê]ëYì  Õ o ê Ù . We know from Eq. (3.3) and
Eq. (3.4) (using Eq. 2.2) that there are × ê ÖØ×�$ Ð}Þcà with × ê 8.×�$ such that ÑÒ "3Õ × ê Ù°Ó ë Ó ÑÒ  AÕ ×�$�Ù
and ÑÒ "3Õ ×�$xÙ PÓ ëQPÓ ÑÒ  AÕ × ê Ù . Eq. (3.5) has the consequence that M%"YX � and MU �X � do not vanish, and
thus PROP. 36 can be applied to Ò Õ × ê Ù and Ò Õ ×�$pÙ . Infer that

Ò �9Õ × ê Ù�Ó�o "YX �9Õ Ò Õ × ê ÙØÙ�Ö (3.7)M]"#M]"YX � Ò �9Õ ×�$�Ù°& M]"¦M]"YX � o "YX � Õ Ò Õ ×�$pÙ7ÙpÖ (3.8)Ò �9Õ ×�$�Ù�Ó�o  �X �½Õ Ò Õ ×�$pÙ7ÙpÖ (3.9)MU MU �X � Ò �9Õ × ê Ù°& MU MU �X � o  �X � Õ Ò Õ × ê ÙØÙ�ù (3.10)

Now consider the function ¼ÈÕ ×7Ù Ú Óko "aX �½Õ Ò Õ ×7ÙØÙG>Co  �X � Õ Ò Õ ×7ÙØÙ . It follows from Eq. (3.7) and
Eq. (3.10) that MU �MU �X �c¼ÈÕ × ê Ù2Ó MU MU �X � Ò �½Õ × ê Ù,> MU �MU �X � o  �X � Õ Ò Õ × ê Ù7Ù°& ë Ö
and Eq. (3.5) implies that also M%"#M]"YX �c¼ÈÕ × ê Ù�& ë . Compare ¼ÈÕ ×�$pÙ with ¼ÈÕ × ê Ù : by differentiat-
ing and applying the implicit function theorem we obtain� � ¼ Ó �� È Ï Å ½ ½ ½ Å î� ÇÈ¦É ��û o "YX ��ç2ÑÒ û > �� È Ï Å ½ ½ ½ Å î� ÇÈ¢É ��û o  �X ��ç2ÑÒ û Ó �� È Ï Å ½ ½ ½ Å î� ÇÈ¢É ÑÒ û r ��ûHÏw ���tÏJ" > ���rÏw ���ûHÏJ"�N�rÏ#"¦���tÏw s ù
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The criterion guarantees that M%"YX ��M]"¢� � ¼ � ë , since M]"YX � Ö MU �X � do not vanish and by Eq. (3.6)
for all ú PÓ��

ë�ËÌMSûBM]"¦MU �X �I^ Ñ "YX  �/X û b>ÓÓ MSû9ÕmM]"YX ��M]"YX � Ù M]"#MU �X ��^ Ñ "YX  �/X û b>Ó
Ó MSûBM]"aX ��M]" ^Æ��û§Ï/ ����tÏ#" > ���+Ï/ ���û§Ï#" bM]"YX ��MU �X � Ö

where the last step exploits the multiplicative cancellation law of sign algebra (Eq. 2.1). Con-
sequently, MS"#M]"YX �!¼NÕ ×�$pÙ°� M]"#M]"YX �P¼ÈÕ × ê Ù¬& ë , and Eq. (3.9) impliesM]"#M]"aX � o "aX �9Õ Ò Õ ×�$pÙØÙ¬& M]"#M]"aX � o  �X �½Õ Ò Õ ×�$pÙØÙ�Ó M]"#M]"YX � Ò �9Õ ×�$�ÙpÖ
which is a contradiction to Eq. (3.8).
We must conclude that there is no trajectory Ò Õ3ç Ù which has the path o9ìtÖ�o ê Ö�o¦$ as abstraction.�
This proposition makes it possible to eliminate paths of length 2 if appropriate assumptions
about ^ Ñ "YX  �/X û b are supplied by the modeller. Some of them are derived directly from W , while
others represent a new structural property of the QDE not already entailed by the sign matrix.
It should be noted that these assumptions cannot be chosen independently from each other
since, by symmetry, Ñ "YX  �/X û Ó�>=Ñ  �X "�/X û Ó÷>¹Ñ "YX  ûKX � ÓOÑ  �X "û?X � ù (3.11)

In contrast to the elimination of marginal edges (section 3.2), the criterion cannot be applied
to singular edges. In addition to the ordinal assumptions, some information about the “past”
of a qualitative state o ê is used to exclude a potential “future” o�$ . It may be the case that the
path o¦ìtÖ�o ê Ö�o¢$ is excluded, while a path o �ì Ö�o ê Ö�o¦$ is still possible.

Thus, an elimination algorithm is not straightforward. In the following, I present the
ORDinal ASsumptions algorithm. It exhausts PROP. 37 by “splitting” states as already in-
dicated in EX. 9 (p. 68). This leads to a new graph containing multiple states with identical
qualitative values. Each of them represents one case were PROP. 37 can be applied, having
only the predecessors fulfilling Eq. (3.3) and Eq. (3.4), and the successors which cannot be
eliminated under this condition.

DEFINITION 21: The ORDAS algorithm inductively computes a sequence of graphs" ìrÖrù+ùrù+Ö "." by the following procedure, which takes as input a state transition graph � and
a set of assumptions on the signs of expressions of the form Eq. (3.2).

Define " ì by �
Õ#" ì�Ù Ú Óÿò#o Ý ò ë ø ô o Ð

�
Õ�� Ùxø ä

�
Õ�� Ù Ý�x Ö� Õ#" ì�Ù Ú Óÿò Õ o Ý ò ë øúÖ�� Ý ò ë øAÙ ô Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � Õ�� Ùxøúù

For convenience, we write o  for o Ý òw1�ø , and identify äUê]ëaì Õ o  Ù with äUê]ëaì Õ o Ù . Enumerate the
vertices of " ì as o�êì Örùrù+ùlÖ�o "ì Örùrù+ù in an arbitrary order.
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For the inductive definition of the sequence of graphs we consider the vertex o "ì at step 0 and
define the set of contradicting paths of a vertex o in "�" asY 3 Õ oÄÖ "." Ù Ú ÓFò Õ ��Ö�oÄÖ���Ù Ð

�
Õ$"�" Ù R ôJÕ �XÖ�oÌÙ Ð � Õ#"." ÙpÖ Õ o#Ö���Ù Ð � Õ#"." Ù

and PROP. 37 (p. 72) can be used to

eliminate the path ��Ö�oÄÖ��Ãøúù
This also defines the set of contradiction initiating predecessorsY ë Õ oÄÖ "." Ù Ú ÓFò#� Ð

�
Õ$"." Ù ô Õ ��Ö�oÄÖ���Ù Ð]Y 3 Õ o#Ö "�" Ù�øúÖ

with its elements denoted by � ê Örù+ùrù+Ö�� � , � Ú Ó ô¾Y ë Õ oÄÖ "." Ù ô .
Then, "."Jà ê is given by �

Õ#"."Jà ê Ù�Ó �
Õ#"." Ù£ý}ò#o " ê Ö+ùrùrù+Ö�o "� øúÖ� Õ#"."Jà ê Ù�Ó � ê ý � $�ý � R ý � � ý �«¿ Ö

where o "ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o "� are introduced as new vertices which appear in the following edges:� ê Óÿò Õ ��Ö���Ù ô Õ ��Ö���Ù Ð � Õ$"�" Ù and � PÓCo "ì PÓ��ÃøúÖ� $�Óÿò Õ o "ì Ö���Ù ô Õ o "ì Ö���Ù Ð � Õ#"." ÙxøúÖ� R Óÿò Õ ��Ö�o "ì Ù ô Õ ��Ö�o "ì Ù Ð � Õ$"." Ù and �ý�ÐmY ë Õ o "ì Ö "." ÙxøúÖ� � Óÿò Õ �  Ö�o " Ù ô 3 Ë 1 Ë � and �  ,Ð]Y ë Õ o "ì Ö "." ÙxøúÖ�À¿ Óÿò Õ o " Ö���Ù ô Õ o "ì Ö���Ù Ð � Õ$"." ÙpÖB3 Ë 1 Ë � and Õ �  Ö�o "ì Ö���Ù��ÐDY 3 Õ o "ì Ö "." Ùxøúù
The set

� ê represents all edges which are not affected by considering o "ì at induction step 0
and is consequently included in "N" as well as in "�"Jà ê . Via

� $ , all successors of o "ì in "�"
remain successors in "N" à ê , since this vertex is made to represent all cases where PROP. 37
cannot be applied, and

� R contains are all corresponding predecessors in "�" . In contrast,
the new vertices o "ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o "� are introduced to represent a paths where the conditions of the
proposition are met. The edges

� �
subsume the contradiction initiating predecessors cor-

responding to each of the new vertices, and
��¿

subsumes all remaining successors of a o " 
which cannot by excluded by PROP. 37. The next proposition shows that the result of the
ORDAS algorithm is a graph " which contains no path of length Ü contradicting the ordinal
assumptions, and maintains other important structural properties of � .

PROPOSITION 38: The ORDAS algorithm computes a finite sequence of graphs" ìrÖrùrùrùlÖ "." Ö+ùrùrù+Ö " such that " has the following properties:

(i) For all vertices o Ð
�
Õ#" Ù the set of contradicting paths Y 3 Õ oÄÖ " Ù·Ó� .

(ii) For all not-contradicting paths ��Ö�oÄÖ�� in " ì , i.e. Õ ��Ö�oÄÖ���Ù��ÐoY 3 Õ oÄÖ " ìxÙ , �XÖ�o#Ö�� is a
path in " .

(iii) For all edges Õ o � Ö�� � Ù Ð � Õ#" Ù there exists an edge Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � Õ#" ì�Ù with äUê]ëYì Õ o Ù ÓäUê]ëYì Õ o � Ù and äUê]ëaì Õ ��Ù°Ó�äUê]ëaì Õ � � Ù .
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The first property guarantees that all paths to which PROP. 37 applies are eliminated in " .
The second property ensures that not too many paths are eliminated. The third safeguards
that no essentially new edges are introduced (which would be artifacts of the procedure).

PROOF: Obviously, the algorithm terminates after a finite number of steps since the number
of vertices in " ì is finite.

To prove property (i), we show that at each induction step 0 it holds for all o Ð ò#o "ì Ö�o "ê Örùrù+ù+Ö�o "� ø
that Y 3 Õ o#Ö "�" à ê Ù°Ó� Ö

and ö ú|&Û0 Ú�Y 3 Õ oÄÖ "�û Ù°Ó�b� Y 3 Õ oÄÖ "�ûvà ê Ù�ÓO ù
For a given o Ð ò#o "ì Ö�o "ê ÖrùrùrùlÖ�o "� ø consider an arbitrary path ��Ö�oÄÖ�� in "N"Jà ê .
If oðÓko "ì , then by DEF. 21 Õ ��Ö�o Ù Ð � R and Õ o#Ö���Ù Ð � $ . Hence, in "�" there is also an
edge Õ oÄÖ���Ù and an edge Õ �XÖ�oÌÙ with �4�Ð�Y ë Õ o "ì Ö "." Ù . This entails Õ ��Ö�o "ì Ö���Ù-�Ð�Y 3 Õ o "ì Ö "." Ù ,
such that the path �XÖ�o#Ö�� cannot by excluded from "N" using PROP. 37. Likewise, it is not a
contradicting path in "N"Jà ê .
If o®Ó÷o " , then Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ð �À¿ , implying Õ �  Ö�o "ì Ö���Ù��ÐdY 3 Õ o "ì Ö "." Ù , i.e. there is a path �  Ö�o "ì Ö��
in "." which cannot be excluded by PROP. 37. Since ä·êÕëYì Õ �  Ù Ó×äUê]ëYì Õ � Ù and äUê]ëYì Õ o "ì Ù®ÓäUê]ëaì Õ oÌÙ , the path ��Ö�oÄÖ�� can also not be excluded from "N"Jà ê .
Assume for the induction step that for a given vertex o Ð

�
Õ#"éû Ù there is no contradicting path��Ö�oÄÖ�� in "Nû . By DEF. 21, also o Ð

�
Õ#"Nûvà ê Ù . Since ú,&~0 , all paths of length 2 in "�ûSà ê havingo as second vertex are of the form Q��Ö�oÄÖ Q� with äUê]ëYì Õ Q�#Ù,Ó®äUê]ëaì Õ ��Ù and äUê]ëYì Õ Q�,Ù,Ó4äUê]ëaì Õ ��Ù .

Thus, none of the paths can be excluded in "éûSà ê .
For property (ii), let ��Ö�oÄÖ�� be a path in "N" with Õ ��Ö�oÄÖ���ÙQ�Ð�Y 3 Õ oÄÖ "." Ù , and consequently�®�Ð�Y ë Õ oÄÖ "." Ù . Depending on whether ��Ö�o or � equals o "ì we can determine if Õ ��Ö�o Ù and
Õ o#Ö���Ù are elements of

� ê Ö � $tÖ � R Ö � � or
�À¿

, making ��Ö�oÄÖ�� a path in "�"Jà ê .
First consider that o%Ó o "ì . Then Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � $ , and as � �ÐOY ë Õ o "ì Ö "." Ù , also the edge
Õ �XÖ�oÌÙ Ð � R .
Now let o PÓÝo "ì . If � PÓÝo "ì then the edge Õ ��Ö�o Ù Ð � ê , if � PÓ�o "ì then Õ o#Ö���Ù Ð � ê , and
if �éÓ×o "ì then Õ ��Ö�o Ù Ð � $ . For � Óño "ì and o4�Ð�Y ë Õ o "ì Ö "." Ù , it holds that Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � R .
Otherwise, o Ð�Y ë Õ o "ì Ö "." Ù , and since o PÓ�o "ì there is one 1*�÷3 such that Õ oÄÖ�o " Ù Ð � � . Note
that ä·êÕëYì Õ o " Ù�Ó�äUê]ëaì Õ ��Ù .
Thus, in any case there is a corresponding path in "�"Jà ê which cannot be eliminated using
PROP. 37 since it has the same qualitative directions as Õ �XÖ�o#Ö���Ù . By induction, the corre-
spondence also holds from " ì to " .

To show property (iii), consider an edge ° Ó Õ oÄÖ���Ù Ð � Õ#"�" à ê Ù . Distinguish whether ° is
an element of

� ê Ö � $rÖ � R Ö � � or
�À¿

. If °®Ð � ê , it is also an edge in
� Õ#"�" Ù . If ° Ð � $ , thenoÉÓ«o "ì , and the edge Õ o "ì Ö���Ù exists in "�" (and äUê]ëaì Õ o "ì Ù<Ó«äUê]ëaì Õ oÌÙ ). For °¾Ð � R , we have

that � Ó o "ì , making Õ oÄÖ�o "ì Ù an edge in "�" , and for °ÔÐ �«¿ it is o�Óyo " , making Õ o "ì Ö���Ù an
edge in "�" . In the case that °cÐ � � , it is oÔÓ÷�  and �óÓ¸o " with o ÐdY ë Õ o "ì Ö "." Ù , such that
Õ �  Ö�o "ì Ù Ð � Õ#"." Ù and ä·êÕëYì Õ o " ÙnÓ÷äUê]ëaì Õ o "ì Ù . Since there are no other types of edges in "N"Jà ê ,
all of them correspond to an edge in "N" with identical qualitative directions. By induction,
there is also a correspondence from " to " ì . �
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Figure 3.9: The state-transition graph of EX. 10 (left) and the result of the ORDAS algorithm
(right).

I present an example for the ORDAS algorithm.

EXAMPLE 10: Let a monotonic ensemble be given by

W Ó ÁÂ 6 6 >> > ë> ë 6 ÃÄ ù

The resulting state-transition graph is displayed in Fig. 3.9 (left). If we impose the assump-
tions >¹Ñ ê X $ê X $ Ó÷>¹Ñ $ X ê$ X ê ÓOÑ $ X êê X $ ÓCÑ ê X $$ X ê Ó49H6I<�Ö>¹Ñ R�X êê X R Ó÷>¹Ñ ê X RR�X ê ÓOÑ ê X Rê X R ÓCÑ R�X êR�X ê Ó49H6I<�Ö
the ORDAS algorithm yields the result as also given in Fig. 3.9 (right). As the result "
of the ORDAS algorithm is a graph where vertices represent qualitative states, abstractions
techniques can also be applied to " . Performing a no-return abstraction yields a new result:
The is a non-trivial no-return set � , i.e. there is no path in " which re-enters � ä

�
Õ$" Ù

after it is left: all solutions Ò Õ:ç Ù given by a model ÏóÐÿÎ Õ	W Ù which respects the ordinal
assumptions and which is soluble for the appropriate components cannot re-enter � . If there
is one × ê & ë such that 9 Ï·Õ Ò Õ × ê ÙØÙ2< Ð«� , and a ×�$�&å× ê such that 9 Ï·Õ Ò Õ ×�$�Ù7Ù�<��Ðp� , then
ö ×G&í×�$ Ú 9 Ï·Õ Ò Õ ×7ÙØÙ�<G�Ð�� . Since there are paths in � which do not occur in " , no-return sets
are more likely to occur in " (see Fig. 3.10 for the example). �
Thus, there is a synergy between the new abstraction and reduction techniques presented in
this chapter, making qualitative models more valuable for questions of sustainable system
design. I illustrate this added value in more detail in Chapter 4. But first the sequence of
restricted model ensembles is completed in the next section.
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Figure 3.10: No-return abstraction of the result of the ORDAS algorithm for EX. 10. The
no-return set consisting of more than one vertex is displayed as a cluster.

3.4 Quantitative Bounds

In this section I introduce linear-interval differential inclusions, which restrict a monotonic
ensemble Î Õ�W Ù to models for which interval constraints hold for the components of the
Jacobian. If there are multiple successors of a single vertex in the state-transition graph,
the question which of them will be attained can be formulated as a viability problem. After
defining linear-interval maps and investigating their absorption basins, I show how this can
be used to analyse the state-transition graph of a QDE.

3.4.1 Absorption Basins of Linear-Interval Differential Inclusions

Linear-interval differential inclusions are given by set-valued maps. Throughout this section
we regard singletons as intervals and consider a state space Ü ä4Þ â .

DEFINITION 22: Let � be a matrix of compact intervals Õ � "YX  Ù "YX  �Z ê X\[\[\[ X â , where each interval
either vanishes or does not contain 0. A set-valued map

, Ú�Ü?. Þâ Ö , Õ Ò Ù Ú Ó � Ò , where
the latter denotes interval-valued multiplication, is called a linear-interval map.

Interval-valued multiplication is defined in the usual way by � Ò Ú Ó%ò � Ò ô�� Ð}� ø , where
a matrix � Ó Õ�u*"YX  Ù "YX  VZ ê X\[\[\[ X â Ð�� if and only if ö 0ØÖ21ûÓ(3 ÖrùrùrùlÖ�5 Ú_u*"YX  �Ð � "YX  . DEF. 22
guarantees that every coefficient of � has a prescribed sign (which will be related to W
below). Note that a linear-interval map

,
defines a model ensemble (cf. section 2.3, p. 42)

which includes nonlinear models ÏíÚ�Ü á Þcâ such that ö Ò ÐðÜ ÚXÏ·Õ Ò Ù Ð , Õ Ò Ù . Before
analysing absorption basins, the regularity properties of linear-interval maps are investigated.
Based on a matrix norm E�ç�E on Þcâ�TAâ , we define the norm E , E²Ú ÓCèéæ¸² | �¦ÅÆE/�+E .
PROPOSITION 39: A linear-interval map

,
has compact interval-valued images. It is Mar-

chaud, Lipschitz (both with constant E , E ) and homogeneous, i.e. ö ß Ð}Þ Ú , Õ ß Ò Ù�Ó ß , Õ Ò Ù .
PROOF: (i)

,
has interval-valued images: Each component

, " Ö�0>ÓÝ3½Örùrù+ùlÖ�5 has the formÇ  VZ ê X\[\[\[ X â � "YX  Ò " , where � "YX  are compact intervals. The properties of interval arithmetic imply
that this yields an interval. As it results from a continuous operation on a compact set, it is
also compact.
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(ii)
,

is Marchaud: �ÆÈ¦u´Õ , Ù�Ó Þ â is obviously closed. It has convex values, because they
are interval-valued. It has linear growth, because E , Õ Ò Ù E Ó E � Ò EIË'E �ÉE�E Ò E Ó E , E�E Ò E¹ËE , EAÕFE Ò E 6O3VÙ . Its graph is closed, because

,
has compact values and the upper and lower

bounds of the values depend continuously on Ò (cf. p. 43).
(iii)

,
is Lipschitz: Let Ò�ÖØÒ � ÐéÞ â . Since � is compact we can choose a matrix � Ð��

such that E/�%Õ Ò � >ÇÒ Ù E Ó E , E�E Ò � >ÇÒ E , and define°ÃÚ Ó¸> �%Õ Ò � > Ò ÙE/� Õ Ò � > Ò Ù E Ð þ Õ�ë ÖB3VÙpù
Therefore,�%Õ Ò � > Ò Ù�6 E , E�E Ò � > Ò Ei° Ó �%Õ Ò � > Ò Ù,> E , E�EAÕ Ò � >ÇÒ Ù EE/�%Õ Ò � > Ò Ù E � Õ Ò � > Ò Ù�Ó ë Ö

and ë�Ð þ r �ãÕ Ò � >ÀÒ ÙpÖ E , E�E Ò � >ÁÒ E s . Hence, � Ò ä þ r � Ò � Ö E , E�E Ò � >ÁÒ E s , i.e.
, Õ Ò Ù äþ�r , Õ Ò � Ù�Ö E , E�E Ò � > Ò E s (cf. p. 42).

(iv)
,

is homogeneous: Choose arbitrary Ò ÐßÞ â Ö ß ÐûÞ . Due to the properties of interval
arithmetic it holds for all 0�Ó�3½Örù+ùrùlÖ�5 that, ":Õ ß Ò Ù�Ó � �Z ê X\[\[\[ X â � "YX  VÕ ß Ò " Ù°Ó � VZ ê X\[\[\[ X â ß � "YX  Ò "Ó ß � VZ ê X\[\[\[ X â � "YX  Ò " Ó ß , "�Õ Ò Ùpù

�
As discussed below, we need to compute absorption basins of linear-interval differential
inclusions ÑÒ Ð , Õ Ò Ù . In principle, this can be done with the viability kernel algorithm
(cf. section 2.4, p. 45). But since it is designed for a bounded constrained set and target, and
we will have to deal with (unbounded) cones, some remarks are necessary. We start with an
observation resulting from the homogeneity of linear-interval maps.

PROPOSITION 40: Let
,

be a linear-interval map, Ò Õ:ç Ù ÐûîNH°Õ ÒÄìpÙ a solution for ÒÄì ÐÁÞãâ ,
and

ß ÐÉÞ . Then 7 Õ:ç Ù Ú Ó ß Ò Õ3ç Ù Ð¾î�H�Õ ÒÄìpÙ .
PROOF: For almost every × ÐÉÞà it holds that Ñ7 Õ ×7Ù2Ó ß ÑÒ Õ ×7Ù Ð ß , Õ Ò Õ ×7Ù7Ù . Due to PROP. 39,
the last term equals

, Õ ß Ò Õ ×7ÙØÙ�Ó , Õ 7 Õ ×7ÙØÙ , making 7 Õ3ç Ù a solution. �
As a consequence, the absorption basin of a cone is also a cone:

PROPOSITION 41: Let è�Ö 7 äóÞ â Ö0è ä�7 be cones, and
, ÚÄÞ â�. Þãâ a linear-interval

map. Then � Ó \ V �FH·Õ#7 Öxè<Ù is a cone.

PROOF: Choose Ò#ì Ð�� and
ß & ë . We show that 7½ì Ú Ó ß ÒÄì Ð�� .

By definition of the absorption basin, for all solutions Ò Õ3ç Ù ÐÀîNH�Õ ÒÄìpÙ there exists a df& ë
such that Ò Õ d,Ù Ð è and ö × Ð 9 ë Ö�dG< Ú Ò Õ ×7Ù Ð�7 (see DEF. 13, p. 46). Define 7 Õ3ç Ù Ú Ó ß Ò Õ3ç Ù ,
which is an element of î^H°Õ 7 ìxÙ by PROP. 40. Since èÃÖ 7 are cones, this proposition also
implies that 7 Õ d,Ù®Ó ß Ò Õ d,Ù Ð ß è Óåè and ö × Ð 9 ë ÖVd@< Ú 7 Õ d,Ù®Ó ß Ò Õ ×7Ù Ð ß 7 Ó 7 .
Therefore, 7 ì Ð-� . �
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Figure 3.11: State-transition graph of the QDE defined in EX. 11 after removing marginal
edges, non-analytical and equilibrium states. The vertices o ê ÖrùrùrùpÖ�o¸Ê are discussed in the text.

For cones è�Ö 7 we can compute the bounded set � ò Ú Ó \ V �tÕ#7 � ß á Öxè�� ß á Ù , where
ß & ë

and
á

is an appropriately chosen bounded set.

PROPOSITION 42: Let èÃÖ 7 ä4Þ â Ö0è än7 be cones,
á äéÞ â and

ß & ë . Then � ò�Ó ß � ê .

PROOF: For ÒÄì Ð�� ò , we show that 7½ì Ú Ó êò ÒÄì Ð4� ê : Choose Ò Õ:ç Ù ÐóîPH�Õ ÒÄìpÙ and set7 Õ3ç Ù Ú Ó êò Ò Õ:ç Ù , which is an element of î�H�Õ êò ÒÄì�Ù due to PROP. 40. If õ:d«& ë�Ú Ò Õ d,Ù Ð è��ß á Ó ß è�� ß á Ó ß Õ èS� á Ù , then 7 Õ d,Ù Ð èS� á . If ö × Ð 9 ë Ö�dG< Ú Ò Õ ×7Ù ÐD7 � ß á Ó ß Õ$7 � á Ù ,
then 7 Õ ×7Ù ÐD7 � á . Thus 7 ì Ð�� ê , i.e. � ò ä ß � ê .
By symmetry,

ß � ê ä � ò also holds. �
Finally, the absorption basin \ V �	H·Õ#7 Öxè<Ù can be recovered from � ò by the following prop-
erty:

PROPOSITION 43: If ë Ð(X2� Z Õ á Ù then \ V �FH°Õ#7 Öxè<Ù°Ó � ò¦ËMì � ò .
PROOF: If ÒÄì ÐÌ� ò�ËMì � ò there exists one

ß & ë such that Ò#ì Ð�� ò . Thus, for allÒ Õ:ç Ù Ð4îPH�Õ ÒÄìpÙ7õ:dñ& ëÇÚ Ò Õ d,Ù Ð è�� ß á ) è and ö × Ð 9 ë Ö�dG< Ú Ò Õ ×7Ù Ð�7 � ß á )Í7 .
Therefore, ÒÄì Ð(\ V �VÕ$7 ÖxèËÙ .

Now choose Ò#ì Ð�\ V ��H·Õ#7 Öxè<Ù and a solution Ò Õ3ç Ù Ð¾î�H�Õ ÒÄì�Ù . By DEF. 13 (p. 46), there is oned¸& ë such that Ò Õ d�Ù Ð è and ö × Ð 9 ë Ö�dG< Ú Ò Õ ×7Ù Ð�7 . Since Ò Õ3ç Ù is continuous, Ò Õ d,Ù finite
and ë Ð�X2� Z Õ á Ù , there is one

ß & ë such that Ò Õ d,Ù Ð è*� ß á and ö × Ð 9 ë ÖVd@< Ú Ò Õ ×7Ù ÐD7 � ß á .
Therefore, ÒÄì Ð � ò�ËMì � ò . �
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Figure 3.12: Boundaries of the absorption basins of o ê with target o¢$tÖ�o R Ö�o � restricted to
a cube

á
. Large arrows indicate the directions towards successors. Qualitative transi-

tions to o¢$ necessarily occur from ü1¹ þ³H r �7ûÕ o ê Ù7ÙN� á Ö �7ûÕ o ê ÙN� �7ðÕ o¢$xÙ�� á s , the region be-
tween the surface to the right and the plane given by ÑÒ ê Ó ë . A shift to o � happens fromü1¹ þ�H r �7.Õ o ê Ù�� á ÙpÖ �7ûÕ o ê Ù^� �7.Õ o � Ù�� á s between the lower surface and the plane given by
ÑÒ R Ó ë . ü1¹ þ�H r �7ûÕ o ê Ùc� á Ö �7ûÕ o ê Ùc� �7ûÕ o R Ùc� á s , which would lead to state o R , is empty.

3.4.2 Analysing a State-Transition Graph with Linear-Interval Differ-
ential Inclusions

I now show how the absorption basins of linear-interval differential inclusions can be used
infer system knowledge from a QDE when quantitative bounds are available. Starting with
a sign matrix W , we set-up a monotonic ensemble and solve it with the QSIM algorithm.
Then, quantitative bounds are considered by setting up a linear-interval differential inclusion
where the signs of the intervals correspond to the signs of W . I give a precise definition of the
differential inclusion and discuss its relation to the associated QDE. Recall that a monotonic
ensemble Î Õ	W Ù defines a set of systems ÑÒ»Ó Ï·Õ Ò Ù such that for all Ò Ð¾ÜåÚ ^ `ÉÕ�Ï·Õ Ò ÙØÙ b LcW .
Changing the perspective from the state space to the velocity space, we saw in section 2.3
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(p. 42) that it is not possible to investigate a QDE by considering a differential inclusion�Ò Ð·Q, ÕÌÑÒ�Ù Ú ÓóòVü ÑÒ ô ^ ü b LcW øúÖ
since the set-valued map Q, is unbounded. However, if intervals � "YX  are known such that
ö Ò Ð¾Ü Ú��§ lÏ#"�Õ Ò Ù Ð � "YX  , the linear-interval differential inclusion�Ò Ð , ÕÌÑÒ Ù�Ó �ßÑÒ�Ö
can be set-up. It is very regular by PROP. 39 (p. 77), and “simulates” the monotonic ensemble
Î Õ�W Ù in the following sense. Define the restricted model ensemble

Î � Õ�W Ö � Ù Ú Óóò Ï�Ð��%Õ�W Ù ô+ö Ò Ð¾ÜåÚ·`´Õ�Ï Ù Õ Ò Ù Ð�� ø äíÎ Õ	W Ù�ù
with the solution operator î£ï�)Kg?hÕX Å]i7Õ3ç Ù . Then ö Ò#ì Ð Ü ÖØÒ Õ:ç Ù Ð÷î�ï*)agjh]X Å]i7Õ ÒÄìxÙ Ú4ÑÒ Õ:ç Ù Ð
îPH�ÕMÑÒ Õ�ë Ù7Ù . On the other hand, the differential inclusion also covers solutions of non-auto-
nomous ODEs ÑÒ}Ó Ï·Õ Ò�ÖØ×7Ù with `}Õ�Ï Ù Õ Ò�ÖØ×7Ù Ð�� for all × ÐÇÞà . Linear-interval differential
inclusions are more general than QDEs in the sense that they also include non-autonomous
models, and are more specific in the sense that they only include bounded models.

When the state-transition graph � of the QDE is computed and a linear-interval differ-
ential inclusion

,
is defined, I propose the following procedure. The modeller takes a close

look at the state-transition graph of the QDE and identifies subgraphs of importance, i.e. ver-
tices with multiple successors (some of which may be problematic or preferable by value
judgement). We want to identify conditions for a given successor to be reached. If there is
an edge Õ oÄÖ���Ù in � , we know from section 2.2.1 (p. 21) that there is an initial valued Ò�ì ÐNÜ
and a solution Ò Õ:ç Ù Ð î£ï-gjh·i7Õ ÒÄìpÙ such that 9 ÑÒ Õ�ë Ù�<�Ó4o and it õ:d & ëÈÚ 9 ÑÒ Õ d,Ù�<�Ó�o²¨-� and
ö × Ð 9 ë Ö�d,Ù Ú�������ÕÌÑÒ Õ ×7Ù7Ù2Ó�o .

To describe these reachability conditions we define – in the velocity space – the cones7ûÕ oÌÙ Ú Ó ò ÑÒ Ð ÞãâÛô 9 ÑÒ�<�Ó+oÄø for o Ð D â . For the linear-interval differential inclusion�Ò Ð , Õ ÑÒ ÙËÓ � ÑÒ , the absorption basin \ V �FH�Õ �7ûÕ o ÙpÖ �7 Õ o Ùu� �7ûÕ ��ÙØÙ of the closure of such
cones contains all initial velocities ÑÒ ì such that for all solutions ÑÒ Õ3ç Ù ÐNî^H�ÕÌÑÒÄìpÙ with 9 ÑÒÄì�< ÓCo
there exists a dO& ë with ÑÒ Õ d,Ù Ð �7ûÕ oI¨³��Ù and ö × Ð 9 ë Ö�dG< Ú�ÑÒ Õ ×7Ù Ð �7ûÕ o Ù . The results from
the previous subsection can be used to compute this absorption basin with the viability kernel
algorithm as outlined in section 2.4 (p. 45). If \ V �	H�Õ �7ûÕ o ÙpÖ �7ûÕ o Ù9� �7.Õ ��ÙØÙ is empty, the edge
Õ o#Ö���Ù can be eliminated. Otherwise, the algorithm provides insights about the velocities for
which a qualitative state is reached from another one. This can be valuable in the context of
sustainability science, as such conditions yield early warning indicators of the form “once the
rates of change are in such and such a relation, the following trend will necessarily reverse
at a later time”.

EXAMPLE 11: We present an application of the method, where the monotonic ensemble is
described by the sign matrix WéÚ Ó ÁÂ ë ë 6> ë ë6 6 ë

ÃÄ
ù
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Figure 3.13: Boundaries of the absorption basins of o R , with target o ¿ Ö�o¸Ê , restricted to a
cube

á
. ü�¹ þ�H r �7ûÕ o R Ù�� á Ö �7ûÕ o R Ù�� �7.Õ o ¿ Ù�� á s is a very small cone, whereas the boundary

of ü�¹ þ¦H r �7ûÕ o R Ù�� á Ö �7.Õ o R Ù�� �7ûÕ o�ÊpÙN� á s appears to be a plane separating a large part of
the quadrant. The small part of the boundary to the upper right is an artifact resulting from
restricting the absorption basin to

á
, which can be eliminated due to PROP. 43 (p. 79).

The resulting graph after eliminating marginal edges (cf. section 3.2, p. 62) and non-analytical
state (cf. section 2.2.4, p. 36) is shown in in Fig. 3.11. Supposing that quantitative informa-
tion is available we set up an interval matrix

�ÿÚ Ó ÁÂ ë ë 9 ë ùÏÎ Ö ë ùJÐ¢<9?> ë ùÑÎMÖ > ë ù » < ë ë9 ë ùÑÒ Ö�´Ìù ë < 9 ë ùÏÒ ÖF´Ìù ë < ë

ÃÄ
Ö

where the coefficients have signs corresponding to W . This defines the linear-interval differ-
ential inclusion �Ò Ð��ßÑÒ . We now analyse two exemplary qualitative states o ê Ó Õ 9?>@<U9K>G<·9H6I< Ù � ,o R Ó Õ 9K>G<·9H6=<·9;6=< Ù � in � where multiple successors occur (numbers in Fig. 3.11 correspond
to indices). The computed absorption basins of state o ê with targets o¢$rÖ�o R Ö�o � are shown in
Fig. 3.12. One absorption basin is empty. The boundaries of the other basins are smooth
except along one ray from the origin. There are no combinations of velocities which safe-
guard that o R is reached, but there is a considerable likelihood that o�$ is a guaranteed suc-
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cessor. However, a large part of this quadrant necessarily leads to o � . In state o R , we have
the successors o ¿ and o¸Ê . Since there is no edge Õ o R Ö�o ê Ù the corresponding absorption basinü�¹ þ�H r �7.Õ o R Ù7ÙpÖ �7ûÕ o R Ù � �7ûÕ o ê Ù s (and even the respective capture basin) has to be empty. The
size of the regions necessarily leading from o R to one of the outcomes is considerably dif-
ferent (Fig. 3.13). As both absorption basins of state o R intersect 7ûÕ o ê ¨-o R Ù , in some cases
the successor of o R can already be predicted at a time × , when 9 ÑÒ Õ ×7Ù�<·Ó4o ê . If o ¿ is reached,
(which may be less likely as the absorption basin is significantly smaller than the other),
the state-transition graph implies that the only possible subsequent qualitative transition is
Õ o ¿ Ö�o R Ù . �


